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The beginnings of Christianity in the Hainy Iake region go back
to the year 1732 when the first €stholic priest appesred in the region, bven
before thet time the Indiens hed estoblished contacts with French treders,
explorers and missionaries, Some Indisns of the district probebly mece trips
te the trading posts sl RKeministiquia (Fort Williem), Ssult Ste, tarie ’
Chequamegon (Bayfield, Wis.) and Michilimskinac (Mackinse, iich.), In their
associstions with Indisns who hac eccepted Christianity and in their gealings
with French trscers anc explorers s bthe Rainy lske Indians were eble to lear
abuut Christierdty. They could likewise have met Catholic missionaries st
these posts. So, both the Chippewa (Ujibwe) end the Sioux who disputed the
Rainy lake region, hed established relstions with French traders, explorers
ancd missionsries prior toc 1732,

Besides the Chippewe and the Sioux, there wus et this time in the
Rainy leke distriet, a tribe of Indiasns whor the French esllec "The Honsoni?.
This tribc, in the course of time ’ seens to have been completely asalniloted
by the Chippews (Cjibwe). Near the lske of theWoods there were & nuiber of
Cree Indians., Soms of these graduslly moved further nortl, whiie meny olhers
migrated to the praivies ss far west as céntral Saskatchewsn, The Monsoni
as well as tho Crees were allies of the Chippews (0Jjibwe) in their werfzre
against the Siouwx,

By the year 1732, the Chippews were aliost complete masters of
the Reiny lake region, In sddition to this 35 the Chippews country comprisec
the lale of the Woods district, the entire northern shores snd drainage of
leke Superior and Huron, The south shore of lake Superior end the nortlern
pert of the present Stete of Minnesots from &bout, labituce LEP 30% were Yike-
wise occupied by the Chippews,

To the south and west of these repiomé cwolt the Siou:f The iy
territory originelly centered sicut Lake Mille lzes (Kinn. ), , 8nd towurd the
headwaters of the Missiesippi River. On their esstern frontier the Sioux
were within striking distence of the Chippews settlements, &nd strike they
did on meny occasions and in several directions, They haressed the Chippeve
and made frequent reids dnto their territory nesr the lake of the VWoods,
Rainy Lake and along the south and north shores of lake superior, MNemes like
Sioux Kerrows snd Siow: Lookout are grinm reminders of tiis. Bub the Ghippewe

did not mise s chence to strike back, Having obteined firvarms from the
French before the Siowr weres able to do sc, the Chippews greduslly drove the
Silour southwerd and westwerd wntil nearly the whole Sioux notion wes forced
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to move to the Minnesote end Red River basins.,

Frepch traders and missionsries tried to reconcile these werring
nations, but in vein. At times, treaties were drswn up only to be broken,
on one side or the other, Mutuzl hatred for esch other was deeply rooted in
these two races. So, the tribal wers went on, Such conditions were not very
favorable for the evengélizetion of these rival Indien races., Neither the
Chippews nor the bioux would take time out to discuss Christisnity when they
vere on the warpsth, Nevertheless intrepid Jesult missionaries came resolutely
inte these war-torn lends (some of them at the cosl of their lives) to preach
the gospel of love and pesce,

The Chippews were the first to come into contsct with the French
traders, explorcre and missionaries, Ethnieslly, the Chippews belonged to the
grest Algonquin family. The Algonquins were slweys friendly with the French
and hed accepted Christisnity from the early days of the French regime. As
there was eizilarity between the Algonquin and the Chippews dialects, esrly
traders and missionaries did not find language toc grest a barrier to their
dealings with the Chippews., 80, in the course of time, trading posts were
established in the more important Chippews settlements. The chief gathering
place of the Chippews was Seult Ste Marie, Becsusc of this, the Chippews
were called "Saulteura” or "Saulteux® by the French from the French word “sault".

The sctusl coming of the missionaries among the Chippews was due,
to a certain extent, to a war between two other great Indian netions; the Hurons ang
the Iroquois, The Hurons, whose homeland was in the lake Simeoe and Georgien
Bay reglon were first evengelized by the Reccllet Feathers vwho came to
New France in 1615, The Recollet Fathers handed over the Hurron missions to
the Jesuit Fsthers who came to Quebec in 1625, The apmstdlic lsbors of these
zeslous missioneries were not in vain anqhany of the hyrons embraced the
Catholic falth, A= these Hurons were graduslly pushed westwerd by their
relentless enemies, the Iroquois, the Hurons took refuge emong the Chippews,
who, eventuslly, stopped the westward march of the Iroquois and the devoted
Jesuit missionaries followed the fleeing Hurons wherever they went,

Fr. Istsc Jogues, S.J. and Fr, Charles Raymbeult, S.d. visited

Seult~Ste Harde in 1641 and to them belongs the honor of planting the Cross
among the Chdppewa, After thet, the post was visited occasionslly by the

Jesuit priests from Nipissing. It wes not until 1688 th't the Jesuit Fsthers
established & permancnt mission at Seult Ste Marie. Fr, Jscques Marquette, S.J.

was the first resident missionary and it was he who erected tic first chepel
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there, From this post zealous missionsries ranged far end wide in their

quest for souls,

The Rainy lake Indiens were in close communication with the Indians
at Kaministiquia, Sault Ste Msrie, Chequamegon and Michilimeckinec, The Rainy
Jake Indians went to these posts to attend the council meetings of the grest
Chippewa trives.As there were important trading counters in these setilements,
thither they brought their furs and exchanged them for supplies and ammunition,
The missionaries at these posts lost no time in meeting the Indians during
their stay at the trading pbsts and explained to them the elements of
Christianity. When these Indians returned.home, they related their experiences
to their fellow-tribesmen, nor did they overlook their meeting with the "black-
robed men of prayer", Thus the Rainy Lake Indians became acquainted, even

though ever so imperfectly, with Christianity.

But it would be 8 mistake to think that the evangelizstion of the
Indians was exclusively the work of the missionsries, To the everlasiing
ceredit of those brave, dering French traders and explorers, it must be sald
that they, too, did much to bring sbout the religious betterment of the
natives, The traders and voyageurs were Cstholics almost to & man, They
practiced their religion &s well as circumstances allowed. When Starting
out on & trip they ususlly blessed themselves with the Sign of the Cross and
sang religious hymns as they paddled along, They had rosary beads, crucifixes,
medals and other small religious articles, Whenever they took possezsion of
¢ new locslity, it was always by erecting & cross, All this made & deep
impression on the Indians whose natural curjosity prompted them to ask ¢uestions
et to the significence and purpose of these religicus articles and practices,
The answers given by the humble voysgeurs were noi necessarily mastere

pieces of Catholic theclogy, but, most probably, they were adequate.

The great explorers and officere in charge of the various posts were
often gzealous Cstholics who took personsl interest in the evangeligation of
the Indians. Thus we read of Groseilliers and Badisson instructing the
natives in the elements of Ehristianity and baptizing some two hundred children
in danger of desth during an epidemic, Grest explorers, such as Joliet,

LeSelle and LsVerendrye meade sure they were accompanied on their expeditions
by priesbs:'Joliet by Fr. Marquette; LaSalle by Fr, Heénnepin snd LaVerendrye
by Fethers Messaiger, Aulnesu and others.



The presence of & priest was not only a comfort to those grest
Catholic pioneers, -~ it was often considered as & safe~guard, Friests
were looked upon with great respect snd awe by the Indlans, They considered
the priest to be & "black-robed medicine men" and among Indians, the medicine
man was feared. In & letter to his mother, who worried about his ssfety
anong Indiens, Fether (leter Archbishop) “ache, CoMal, wrote as follows:
"The natives consider us ag magicians, and, &s they are excessively super-
stitious, they are careful not to do us the slightest harn for fear that we
might cast some evil spell over them, Consequently we (priests) are slways
safe wherever we may bel Even ss late as 1820, the priest was considered
to be more than an ordinery human being, Fr, Adrian Morice, CuMoIla, in his
"History of the Catholic Church in Western Cenads" relstes the following incident
to bear this out: "In 1820, 8 certain Mdisn wishing to find out whether
pricsts were really invulnerable, shot at Py, Dumoulin ss he was resding his
brevisry along the Pembina River. The bullei went through the priest's hst,
Not satisfied with this first experiment the Indian tried again the following
8pring with similar results, This time the Indisn wes captured by the
priesi's friends, but, somehow, he menaged to escspe, convinced, no doubt,
that the priest was no ordinary huusn being".

Priests were the object of esteem for yet anotler reeson, The
Indisns, though primitive in their weys, were, by no means, lacking in
observeticn. They soon found out that priests were upright men who could
be trusted. Ross Cox in his book "Adventurce on the Columbisa River* siressed
this point when he wrote: "The impression they (the priests) made on their
vayward wirde was such that st the beginning of the 18th century, the
descendants of the latter hed not forgotten "the good White Fathers', wno,
unlike othurVVﬁite men, never robbed or chested them." So grest was the
Indians' ides of the honesty and justice of prieats, thot they used the good
offices of priests when tresties of peace were contemplated.

Even for human motives did the traders and officers encoursge the
efforts of the missionaries, If rival, hostile Indian tribes could bhe
persuadec to accept & common religion, it would tend to bring sbout better

relstions betweern: the Indians anc the French, and among the Indiens themselves,
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Explorations could be earried out more safely, trading would be more
prosperous and the lives of all concerned far more secure, if all were

. united in the same religious beliefs and observances, 8o, besides
encouraging the missicnaries in their apostolic work, French explorers and
officers were ready to de their perscnsl part to bring sbout the elvil-
igation and evangelization of the Indien tribes with which they had to
deal in the lake Superior and Rainy Lske regions,

This long exposition shows clearly that the Indians of these
regions, even though not actually visited by priests, could have scquired
st leest an elementary knowledge of Christianity, Before speaking of the
coming of the missionsries o the Reiny Lake region, let us first follow
the gradual wesiward advance of French trsders and explorers and see how
this eventually led to the coming of the first missionaries to the Rainy Lake
district, '

Medord Chouart, Sieur des Groseilliers and his bfother—in-law,
Pierre Radisson, seem to have been the first traders to appear in the
lake Superior region. [In 1659, they came to Eaminéstiquia and built a fort
in which to spend the winter, The following spring (1660), before leaving
for the kast, they seem to have explored e part of the north shore of Lzke
Superior, They were, most likely, the first Frenctmen to visit the mouth
of Pigeon River, 45 miles southesst of Kaministi@uia, But it is doubtful
whether they ventured inland to any distance.

In the footsteps of these two adventurers, came Denlel Greysolon,
Sieur Du lhut, He has been generally credited with the estsblishment of &
fort on the Kaministiquia River, in the vicinity of the post built by
Groseilliers snd Radisson, Sinee it has been proved thst Fort Keministiquis
wes built by Du Lhut in 1679, it would seem reasonsble to assume that [yLhut
spent the winter of 1679-80 at Kaministiquis, His brother, Clsude Greysclon,
Sieur LeTourette, ic associsted with the construction of the first post near
the mouth of Nipigon River (1679), later on this post was replaced, in 1684,
by Ft, laMeune, also called Fort laTourette, This fort was built by order of
Dulhut at the mouth of the Ombabeka or laMaune River in the Nipigon district.

T The first Frenchmsn actuslly Known to have ventured inland was
Jacques de Noyon who came out in 1688, He followed what was later to be
called the "Ksministiquis Route", This route led north on the Kaministiquia
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River to Dog lake, then in & westerly direction till lac Mille lecs (Ont.)

was reached. After that the route went in a southwesterly direction to

lsc la Creix, then on to Reiny Leke and Reiny River to the Lake of the Woods,
De HNoyon negotiated the various rivers, lakes and porteges all the way to
Reiny lLazke. -On the south shore of Reiny Lake, nesr the hesd of Rainy River,

" Le Noyon erected &z small trading post (near the present Hanler, Minnesotn), and
went as far West as the lake of the Woods., After having wintered at his
Reiny lake post, DeNoyon returned to Quebec,

Between De Noyon's voysge (1688=89) and 1717, the posts st
Keministiquia and laMaune seem to have deteriorsted, Fort Kaministiguis was
abendoned after 1697 and quickly fell into ruins, But Fort LaMaune w&s kept
in operation to intercept the Indiens who were teking their furs tc the Hudson's
Bay Company's post et Fort Albany, By 1717, the authorities of New France
became alarmed st the stete of affeirs in the Colony and decided to revive
the fur trade. The consiruction of three forts was decided upon. Fort
Kaministiquis wes to be re-activated and new posts were to be established st
Reiny lake and Lske of the Woods, The man chosen to carry out this plan was
Zacharie Robutel, Sieur de la Nowe who left Montresl in July 1717. Om his
arrival st Kaministiguis he proceeded forthwith to build s fort there, Some-
time between 1717 and 1721, the Rsiny Lake post was esteblished (near the
present Fort Frances, Ont.). But it must be stated that even before de LaNoue
was able to build his post at Rainy leke, there were already some unsuthorized
traders on the shores of Rainy lake who dealt with the Indians, Previous to
this, these Indians were accustomed to teke their furs to the English posts
on Hudson's Bay,

De 1ls Noue's trading scventure met with foilure because of the
frequent wars between the Chippewa, Monsoni endCree Indians on the one part
anc the warlike Sioux on the other, He tried his best to pacify these
warring reces and actuglly sent one of his officers, Jean Daniel Vienney Pachot
to the western tip of lake Superior (site of the present Duluth, Minn.) to
draw up & treaty of peece, This mission was unsuccessful, 8o, de la Houe
decided to absndon the post at Rainy Leke and,in 1721, he returned to Hew

France, But Pachot remsined behind anc explored the region around Pigeon River
{45 miles Southeast of Kaministiguia), Some think that Pachot went &1l the way
to Rainy lske over this more southerly route which came to be known as the Pigeon
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River or Grand Portage route. At any rate Pachot, in his report to the
suthorities of New France, recommended the Grand Portege route as @

shorter and more easily negotisted route than the Kaministiquia route which
it Joined st lac la Croix.

After de la Noue's departure in 1721, the posts st Kaministiquia and
laMaune were kept active, It is at Hipigon (leMsune) that we find Pierre
Gaulthier de Varennes, Sieur de la Verendrye, in 1§27, whore he was second
in command to his elder brother Jaocques Rene Gaulthier, and whom he succeeded
in 1728, It was while he was at Nipigon snd Kaministiquis thet Pierre
de leVerendrye hesrd the natives speak of & "Western Sea", Lured on by
these stories, laVerendrye decided to embark on an expedition to f£ind the
famous Y"Northwest Passape",

During the summer of 1728, lsVerendrye took the furs from his
posts of Kaminjstiquis and Nipigon to Michilimeckinec to exchenge them
for much needed supplies snd trade goods, While there, by coincidence,
he met Fr, Nicholes de Gonnor, S.J., who had been attsched to Fort
Beauharnois (on Lake Pgpin on the Mississippi River), which post was being
ebandoned, Fr. de Gonnor wes returning to Quebee, ILaVerendrye spoke
to the priest of his plan to explore the country to the West. He asked
Fr, de Gonnor to use his influence with the governor of New France to obtein
the necessery permission and finsnciasl aid to earry out the project, This
Fr. de Gonnor did when he arrived in Quebsc,

In 1729, while &t Kaministiquia, LaVerendrye had Ochagach, an
exceptionally intelligent Cree Indian chief, trsce a route with charcoal
on & piece of birch berk. A copy of this map, prepsred by the engineer
Cheussegros de Lery, was sent to the authorities in France, This nep was
remarksbly accurate, outlining rivers, lakes, rapids, portages and the
heights of land. (Seversl copies of this map are found ‘'with slight alterstionst
in history bocks)

Eventually, laVerendrye succeeded in persuading suthorities to give
him a combined comuission to explore the West and to trade st the szme time,
The right to trade wes necessery becesuse the home government in France refused
to allot sufficient funds to finance the expedition., 8o, laVerendrye wes

sunnoned to Quebec where he srrived in the summer of 1830,
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He set to work at once to organize his conbined trading company
and explorstion expedition. It wae decided that laVerendrye would have a
complement of fifty men end thet he would be sccoupenied by a missionsry
priest. Second in command was laVerendrye's nephew, Christophe Dufrost ’
Sieur de la Jemmersye, who had secured knowledge of western conditions and
had shown qualities of leadership enc coufage while stationed at Fort
Beauharnois, The next members selected were the three sons of the lesder:
Jean Haptiste, aged 18, Pierre 17 and Frencois 16, (A fourth the youngest
son, louis Joseph Joined the expedition in 1735), Besides these there were
about forty-five matured voyageurs among whom were twelve uniformed
soldiers, a blacksmith, some cerpenters and canoe men.(Most of the men were
- enlisted in Quebec while some were hired at Michilimsckinse), Arrengements
for provisions and trade goods proved difficult s but finally, everything wae
ready,

aVerendrye and his party left lachine (near Montresl) on June 8,
1831 and after meny toilsome weeks, reached Michilimackinac in the second half
of July, Here, Fr. Charles Messpiger, S.J. Joined the expedition which left
Michilimsckinac sometime in August., Most probebly, lsVerendrye and his men
stopped over for s few days &t Kaministiquis, This time was employed to acquire
additionel informstion on the route to be followed end to obtain competent
guldes to show the way., The Cree chief Uchegech was sppointed officisl guide
of the expedition., The Pigeon River - Grand Portage route- was chosen end on
August 26, 1731, laVerendrye and his men arrived et the mouth of Pigeon River,
45 miles southeast of Ksministiquie, st & place subsequently called Grand
FPortage, ‘ _
When the men, alresdy somewhat exhasusted after an arduous trip of two
énd one half months, realized the nsture and length (9 miles) of this "earrying-
place" they balked and refused to go further, at least thst year, ss it was
alrezoy late in the season. After much pleading and with assistance from
Fr, Kessaiger, lsVerendrys was sble to persusde some of the men to proceed
inland over the great portage. S0, on August 27, L& Jemmeraye, Jesn Baptiste,
LaVerendrye, twenty five men and a guide set out in four cences for Rainy lake,
laVerendrye with the rest of the men returned to Kaministiquis for the winter,

la Jemmeraye and his group negotiated the distence » some 200 miles,
successfully and built a small fort before an early winter set in, Aftepr
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heving apent & cold end hungry winter at the fort, which they named,

Fort St. Plerre in honor of laVerendrye, La Jemmeraye and his men set out in
the spring for Kaministiquia which they resched late in May 1732. On

May 29, 1732, the few bales of fur which they hsd managed to bring back with
them were dispatehed to Michilimackinac with Jean Baptiste lsVerendrye in charge
of the operation, (He and his canoe men did not rejoin the main group until
Nov. 12, 1732.)

After having spent the winter at Keministiquia, LaVerendrye set out
for Rainy lske on June 8, 1732, exactly & year after he had left lachine,
He was adcompanied by his nephew, laJemmeraye, his sons Pierre and Francois,
Fr. Messeiger and & complement of twenty-five men, They set out in seven
cances and travelled in essy stzges, They srrived at Fort St. Pierre on
Jauly 4th, thirty-six days later, The situstion et Ft. St. Pierre did not
call for & long stay, Host probebly the stopover was long enough for
Fr, Messaiger to sey st least one Mass, the first in the Rainy lske region,
This was probably on July 15, 1732,

At Port 5t. Plerre, leVerendrye and his men were the cbject of &
grandiose reception by the Monsoni Indisns of the locality. But laVerendrye was
toc anxious to proceed westward to take part in such e demonstration. Never-
thelese, & flotilla of some 50 cances accompanied the expedition down the
Rainy Hiver, At the leke of the Woods laVerendrye was met by & group of Cree

Indians, who escorted him to the southeast entrance of the Northwest Angle
Inlet, There, on the south shore of an island (Magnussen) Fort St, Charles
was built, laVerendrye planned to make this fort his headqusrters for further
explorations (1832-1838)

The first two years (i832-31+) were employed to win the favor of
the Indisns, During this time, Fr. Messaiger looked after the spiritual needs
of the men at Ft. St. Charles and Ft! St. Pierre. His efforts to win over
the Indians to Christianity were not very successful, When his health failed
him in 1834, Fr. Messaiger left the region and returned to Quebec, passing
through Ft. St, Plerre on his way, Fr., Jean Pierre Aulnesu, S.J. was appointed
his successor in 1735. Fr. Aulnesu left Montresl on Jume 12, 1735, but did

not reach Ft, 5t. Pierre until Getober and Ft., St. Charles on Uctober 23,1835,
He mede the trip with IaVerendrye who had pone to Quebec the previous year,
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laVerendrye's youngest son, Joseph Louis, ceme out st the same time,

That winter (1735-36) was @ miserable one and supplies were very
low, Fr, Aulnesu worked hard trying toprepere an Indian dictlonary and grammar
with the help of the Indians who were not very co~operstive. In the religious
sphere it was much the same, When spring came, LaVerendrye decided tc send
a group of picked men to Michilimackinac for supplics. Fr. Aulnesu asked to
join the party which set out on dune 5, 1736, with Jean Baptiste laVerendrye in «
command, But they did not travel fsr, Before they were out of the Lake of
the Woods they were,intercepted,by a band of Sioux Indians on the wsrpath and
on June 6th, all 21 members of the party were massacred,

The next priest to pass through Ft, $t. Pierre was Fr. Claude
Cocquart, Seds, who in 1741 had been appointed chaplain to LsVerendrye's
headquerters, which since 1738, were at Fort La Reine, nesr the present
Portage la Prairie, Man, For some reason or other, Fr, Cocquart was detained
at Michilimaekinac and did not come through Ft, St. Pierre till August 1743.
His stay out West was very short and by July 21, 1744, he was back at
Michilimackinac,

Fr. Cocguartls successor, Fr, Jesn Baptiste de la Morinie, S.J.
came through Ft, St, Pierre in 1750, bhe, too proceeded to Ft, LsReine,
‘But Fr, de l1a Morinie did not get along very well with the officeVin charge,
Jacques le Guardeur de Si. Pijerre who had succeeded laVerendrye, Father
de la Morinie did not make much héadway with the Indiasns either, 8o, when winter

was over, he returned to Michilimackinac, stopping over at Ft, S5t. Pierre

on his return trip, He was the last priest to appear in the district for
some time, Fr, Nicholas de Gonnor, S.J, is mentioned, occasicnally as having
accompanied lLaVerendrye on his explorations. But this statement has been
refuted, Fr, de Gonnort!s associstion with IaVerendrye was a passing one,
when the priest met LaVerendrye by ehance at Michilimackinac in 1728,
Occesionally priests made trips to Kaministiquis from their headquarters st
Michilimeckinsc, It is possible that some priest came sll the way to

Pt, St. Pierre, 1500 miles away but there seems to be no extant record of any
such trip to the Rainy Lake region after the departure of Fr, de 1s Merinie

——r—

in 1751,
"In 1756, the Seven yesrs' War between the British and French broke

out, As the explorers and commenders st the various forts were officers in
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the army of New France, they were all recalled from their posts which were
eventually abasndoned, about 1760, The French were defested in Quebec in
1759 and in 1763, New France passed officially into the hands of the British,
That marked the end of the first phase of church history in the Rainy lake
region,

For a period of 65 years (1751-1816) the Rainy Lake district was
without the ministrations of a priest, But this dovs not mean that during this
period Ghristianity suffered a total eclipse in the Rainy Lake region,

After the fall of New France, many of the French voyageurs accepted
employment in the Engiish trading companies, eapecialiy the famous Northwest
Gompany. These voysgeurs were Catholics almost without exception, Though
remiss, at times, in the practice of their religion, they had & deeply rooted
Catholic faith, snd this faith wes constantly revived vhen the voyageurs
made return trips to their nstive Quebec, Many profited by the occasion to fulfill
their religious duties. If they did not do so of their own accord, their
relatives, especially, their good French Canadisn mothers mede sure they did,
And the new recrults to the ranks of the voyageurs were Catholics, Before
- they set cut for the West they received plenty of advice as to how‘ﬁhey should
behave, Most of the time, mothers made their departing sons promise that
they would remain steadfast in the practice of their religion and faithful
to their daily prayers. On Sundays and fessts of obligstion, these rugged
men would often say prayers in common and under no condition would they perform
unneecessary manugl labor, The feast of All Saints was expecislly well
observed, The souvenir of eolemn liturgical functions, cerried out so faith-
fully in their homeland, kept recurring to their minds and prevented then
from losing their faith,

As many of these men took unto themselves Indian wives, these, too,
came to feel the beneficisl influence of the Catholic religion, The voyageurs
spoke to their Indian wives and children, of God, of His Commandments, of his
representatives on earth, the priests, They retold as much of the Bible
History as they remembered and this impressed their Indian wives and children,
who were teughlt to say prayers and to observe Catholic ?ractices a5 far es

this—was feasibleinthe wilderness;—The children were baptized #s were the ——
old people in danger of death, In this way, during the period of seeming

religious neglect, these Lstholic voyageurs took the place of the missionaries who
could not be found for the western regions,
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The Indian wives of the French voyageurs were a powerful influence
in the acceptance of Christianity., Anyone familier with primitive Indisn customs
knows that Indian husbands trested their wives almost as beasts of burden
and sleves, Indien women who merried French voyageurs appreciated the way
they were ireated by their Christian husbands. All in 8ll, the ot of the
Indian wife of the French voyageur wae an accepteble one, She was treated
@8 an equal of her husband and honored as the mother of his children., It
is not surprieing, therefore, that Indian maidens were anxious to mérry these
men, When married to them, they readily adopted the vays of their White
husbands as well as their religion, Even the Pagan relatives of these women
did not escspe the influence of the Catholic religion. In this way Indian wives
helped to prepare the wey for further evangelizaetion, The ground was
prepared for the missionaries whose coming was eaperly expected and ardently
prayed for.,

Their coming was hastened throdgh influence from another source, By
the end of the 18th century, the trading posts on the Red River (St.Boniface
and Winnipeg) had scquired considerable importance. Some 300 voyegeurs and
employees of the trading companies had settled there with their families, When
Iord Selldrk estesblished his Red River Colony (1812), the number of Catholics
increased end by 1815 there were more than 700 residing in the Red River
Settlement. The need for a priest became appsrent, nay, urgent., The first
governor of the CGolony, Miles Macdonell, was a stsunch Catholic who pleeded
with Lord Selkirk to provide a priest for his settlement. In the ebsence of
a priest, the governor himself officlated at marriages and baptized the
children of Catholic parents, He was anxious to be relieved of this responsibil-
ity., An Irish priest, Charles Burke had accompsnied the first contingent
of lord Selkirk's colonists., But this priest remained st York Factory and did
not reach the Red River, He returned to Ireland the following spring on the
next boat to comé to York Factory. When it became apparent that missionsries
could not be had from Europe, Macdonell wrote to the bishop of Quebec (under
whose Jurisdiction the entire country of Caneds was originally placed). The
document sent to the bishop gave a remarksble view of the situation, When
Lord Selkirk fully endorsed all that Macdonell stated, the bishop of Quebec,

(—' ~ Joseph Octave Plessis, ddcided to take action,

His first idea was to send two missionaries to Rainy lake, From their
headquarters at Rainy leke, they were to make periodieal trips to the Red River
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Colony. But Maedonell and lord Selkirk pointed out to the bishop that a
resident priest in the colony was an absolute necessity, 8o, in 1816,

Father Pierre Antoine Tabesu was sent out to study the situstion. On his
arrivel at Reiny Lake, Fr, Tebeau heard of gerious unrest in the Red River
Colony. He declded that it was useless to go further, After a short stay
at Rainy Lake, he retwrned to Quebec and started to work on a report which
wes to advise against a permanent priest in the Red River Colony as 1gng as
the rival companies (Hudson's Bay Co. and Northwest Co,) were in open strife,

But before Fr, Tﬁbeau's report reached the bislhcp, lord Selkirk himself
had gone to his colony. He had 8 petition circulated, and signed by everyone
of note in the-settlemﬁnt; Impressed by this document, the bishop set aside
the temporizing report sent in by Fr. Tébeau and decided on a permanent
mission in the Red River Valley. Thus, in 1818, the bishop dispatched two
priests and s seminarian to look after the spiritusl needs of (tholics in
the Red River Colony, and in all the adjacent territeries, which included
the Rainy Lake and the Lake of the Woods regions,

Before speaking of the lsbors of these new apostles of the West, it
is perhsps proper to -describe the mode of trevel and the route followed by
&ll the missionaries who ceme out between 1818 and 1845 inclusively, The
mode of travel was the same used by the early missionaries: the cznoe, The
route followed was likewise first blazed by prioneer traders and voysgeurs.,

The starting-off point was lachine near Montresl, During the French
regime, the brigsdes followed the usual voyageur highwaey which was well
known, 8t least as far as Michilimackinac, The stopping places were always
the same except when something unforeseen happened, Here are the genersl
points on this route, Ieaving lachine and proceeding on the §t, Lawrence
River in a southwesterly direction the voyageurs entered a channel which
flows between "Ile Perrot® snd "Ile de Montreal", The route then led into
the Ottawa River, scross Lake "Deux Montagnes", up to the Mattaws River,
Travelling up the Mattaws River for s certain distance, after a series of
portages, the course led down a little river which flows westward to lake
Nipissing. lske Nipissing wes crossed in its entire length, Then came

— ——————— French River which empties lake Nipissing into Georgien Bay.,

S

From Georgian Bay on, trsvelling was & bit easier, The wéy led
along the north shore of Georgian Bsy, the north shore of lLake Huron between
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the islangs snd the meinlend., As a rule the voyageurs followed the shore=-
line to avoid the dangers csused by sudden storms and squalls on the

larger lakes. OUnce west of Manltoulin Island, s detour to the southwest, of
some 100 miles, was mede to reach Michilimackinac, The route_from lachine to
Michilimackinac covered s distance of about 1500 miles, When the load was
not too heavy, the trevelling time for the trip was almost slways according
to schedule. It took 26 days to “"go up" from Lschine to Michilimackinsc

and 20 days to "go down" to Laahine from Michilimsckinac, When the canoes
were hegvily laden, trevelling, neturally, was slower,

During the French regime the stopover at Michilimeckinsc was mandstory.
'Ewery expedition had to be checked by end cleared with the French authorities
there, Permission had to be obtasined to proceed further, men had to be
hired and supplics were acquired, All thie required several days and, at tinmes,
seversl weeks, Michilimackinac wes the dividing place for two important
routes: 1) that to the South via lake Huron and Detroit or via Ieke Michigen,
and 2) that to the West through Seult Ste Merie snd over Lake Superior.

The brigades deetined for the West would back=-track from Michilimackinac
some 90 miles and then enter the chanmel thet joins lakes Huron and Superlor.
(After the French regime the detour to Michilimackinac was dispensed with
and much time was ssved), After a portage st Ssult Ste. Marie, travel wee over
lake Superior in a northwesterly direction up to Michipicotin and then to
Lake Nipigon. The north shore of Lake Superior was skirted to escape its
frequent storms, From Lske Nipigon on, the course was in a southwesterly
direction to Kaministiquia (Fort William). This was another stopping-off
place before embarcation on s trip to the Far Wesi,

From Kaministiquie on, there was a very difficult stretch,. There
vere two principal waterways leading westwerd. Both routes met at lac la Croix,
1) the Kaministiguie Route - The startingmoff point was the mouth of the
Keministiquis River, going upstream on this river to Dog lake, whence, by a
series of portages lac des Mille Iacs was reached, Pickerel lake, Sturgeon
Lake and lac la Croix were attained in that order after a south westerly
course of travel, Then Rainy lake and lake of the Woods were reached, The
T Kaministiguia was the first waterway over which the fur trade was serviced to
and from Lake Superior. This historic route was destined to play & great role
in the discovery exploration, settlement and evangelizetion of the Fer West,
2) The Pigeon River = Grend Portage Route/ abgut 45 miles soutlwest of
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Kaministiquia where the Pigeon River empties into lake Superior at Grand
Portage, This wes & shorter, easier and betiter waterway even though it
necessitated more porteges (36 in all), This route, in lerge part, followed
the present internationel boundary between Cenada and the United States of
Americe, From 1731 to 1803, it supplanted the Keministiquia route,

The superiority of the Grand Portage route was admitted by all those
who were familiar with conditions in the srea, Yet this cance weterwsy had
to be abandoned for politicsl ressons. The Treasty of Paris (Versailles),
signed between Great Britein and the United Ststes of America, on September 3rd,
1773, placed all land south of the Pigeon}gggig American control, Grand _
Portege, where the elaborate depot of the Northwest Company stood, was found
to be on American scil. When the American Government declsred its intention
to tax British merchendise pessing through Grand Portage, the partners of
the Northwest Company decided to abandon Grand Portage,

By the sumner of 1802, a new post on the east bank of Kaministiguie
River was under construction, ZKEven before this post was finished (1807) the
old Keminiatiquia route was reesctivated ang uséd exclusively after 1803,
Once more, canoe brigades passed to and fro over this voyageur's highway
between Fort William (thie was the name glven to Kaministiquis in 1807) snd
the North West, It was over this ‘road! that the three missionaries, sent out
by the Bishop of Quebeé, came to Reiny lske,

At Rainy lake, the old French Fort St, Plerre had ceded its plsce

 to two trading posts belonging to the rival companies: The North-West Company
end the Hudson's Bay Company, The Nerth-West Compsny had moved into the
Rainy Lake country long before the Hudson's Bay Company appeared on the

scene, Shortly sfter the end of the French regime (1763), PBritish traders
began to move in, In 1779, a large number of these traders formed the power-
ful North-West Company. It is not clesr when the North-West Company
estsblished & post in the area, Alexander Mackenzie, the great explorer,
wrote that in 1787, he was at the Norih-West compsny's post et "lac La Pluje",
Some think that this post wes there as early as 1783,

This fort, second in importence to the North-West Coxnpany's head=

quarters at Grand Portage (et Fort William after 1803) was situsted three
quarters of a mile below the falls on Rainy River, It was & large establiahment

with some fifteen buildings in its one ascre enclosure, For seversl decsdes it
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was the "turning around" point for the voyegeurs from the far West, It was
Just close enough for the voyageurs to make a return Journey from the
Athabasca hinterland between break-up and freeze-up of the water highway., So
Rainy lLake became the eastern terminus for the brigades from the Athebasca
district, Here they delivered their bales of fur while & special eet of cance .
men from the East brought in supplies, ammunition and trede goods,

These conditions still prevalled in 1818, By that time a tract of
Jand, about fifty ecres large, had been ¢lesred, Here vegetables were grown
and animals pastured, From twenty to forty men were employed at the Fort,

The Hudson's Bay Company did not establish a post in the Rainy Lake
region until 1793, The fort had been built below Manitou Rspids sbout thirty-
two miles downstream, Thie post could not compete\-profibably with the
strongly entrenched North-West Company's fort, So the Hudson's Bay Company

-, withdrew from the scene in 1698, The Hudson's Bay Compeny ceme back to the

area in 1816, lord Selkirk, with his "de Meurons" troops captured the Northe
West Compeny's fort and claimed it for the Hudson's Bay Company. By 1817, this
post had been repossessed by iis originsl owners, So, in 1818, the Hudson's
Bay Company bullt a new post close to the site of old Fort St, Plerre, the
ruine of which were still visitle at thet time,

The competition between these two grest fur treding companies continued
as fierce as ever. The struggle wes ruinous to both sides, By 1820, both
rivels realized that an amalgamation was the only sensible course, After
prolonged negotiationa, the agreement to merge was signed on March 26, 1821,

At Rainy Lake the North-West post was sbandoned but its farm was reteined by
the Hudson's Pay Company's fort at the outlet of the lake,

In 1818, the North-kiest Company's brigedes from the far West, still
brought their furs to their own fort below the falls, After s few days, cargoes
were exchenged. Then the voyageurs snd traders would return to their respective
posts. Those going westward would proceed down Rainy River, northward through
the leke of the Woods and down the casceding Winnipeg River to lake Winnipeg,
After travelling over leke Winnipeg, in a southerly direction, to the mouth
of the Red River the voyageurs proceeded up that river a short distance to

its confluence with the Assiniboine River and the Hed River Settlement wss
reached, '

The entire trip from Montreal to the Red River Colony usually took.
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from eight to ten weeks, (Today it is & matter of some thirty hours by
railroad and only & few hours by airplsne), But it should not be imsgined that
all this journg? was plain sailing or paddling. Betwesn Montreal and the Red
River Settlement there were 72 porteges of vsrious lengths and about the same
number of semi-portages., Semi-portages necessitsted the lightening of the
load in the canoce, The canoe was pulled by men on the shore, while two
remained abosrd to steer the csnoe, This was alweys & strenuous operation,

If the men on shore missed their footing or those in the cenoe lost their
balance, the consequences could be disastrous, Besides the portages snd semi-
portages, there was the ever perilous “shooting the rapids", Even on open
lakes navigstion was dangerous at times due to sudden storms and squalls,
submerged rocks and other perils which the voyageurs had to face and overcome,

After having explained the route and mode of travel, let us resume
eur narrative, The two priests and the seminarian appointed as missionaries
of the Red Eiver Colony and the adjoining territories were: Father Joseph
Norbert Provencher, Father Joseph Dumoulin and William Stephen kdge, Father
Provencher, the Superior, had the full powers of a Vi&ivGeneral of the |
Bishop of Quebec, The three missionaries left Montresl on May 9, 1818, and
by June had reached Fort William, After & brief halt there, they set out
again and srrived st Reiny lake on July 3, 1818, They were now in the field
of their operstions and set to work forthwith, Fr. Provencher had plenned
to give a mission to the men, but the voyageurs from the West had not arrived
on time, He did visit both forts and ministered to all the Catholics,
Seventeen children were baptized during the three days stay here, As a sign
that he was formally teking possession of the region for Christ, Fr,Provencher
erected & large crose, Thus the sctive evengelization of the Rainy Lake
region was resumed after & Jong interruption of some gixty-seven years,
(1751-1818),

The missionaries left Rainy Leke on July 6, went down the Rainy
River, through the lake of the Woods, down the Winnipeg River over Lake
Winnlpeg and up the Red River, The eager, but, by this time, weary travellers,‘
reached their destinstion on July 16, 1818, Their reception at the Red
River settlement was heari-warming, Many wept for joy, especially those

white women who had eome out to the colony, These pioneer women had eccepted
the privations of eivilisation with good grace, but they could not be reconciled
to forego the comforts of religion, The Indians and the metis descendants

of the voysgeurs were awe-stricken at the first sipght of these "Men of Prayer®,
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sbout whom they had heard so much from their French Canedian fathers, The
Catholic governor of the Colony, Miles Macdonell welcomed the missionaries with
& generous, but withsl, frugal'hospitnlity, The expectations of the Catholics
were realized and their prayers answered, . It must, however, be acknowledged
thet this happy event was owing, in great extent, to the influence &nd
generosity of one who was not & Catholic, Lord Thomss Selkirk, the mag-
naﬁimous founder of the Red River Colony.

 After having estsblished their hesdquarters st St. Boniface (this was
the name given to the Catholic parish in the Red River Colony) the missionaries
began to radiate from there in all directions, We shall speek of their labors
only in &s much as these activities refer to the Rainy lske region. By the
way, up to the year 1845 inclusively, all the Red River missionsries without
exception, psssed through Rainy lske on their way out, and &gein when they
returned to their native Quebec, Coming or going, they mast have stopped over
at Rainy Lake and mey have ministered to the spiritual needs of the {atholics.

Fr, Dumoulin made his first trip to Rainy lake in 1819, HKe probably
continued to make periodical visits to Rainy ILake until his departure for
Quebec in 1823, Fr. Dumoulin's work smong the Indisns and Metis had a desp
influence in the region even as far as Rainy lake, and he it was who laid the '~
foundations for the lsber Catholic miesion st Rainy lLske,

In August 1820, Fether Provencher and Mr, Edge came through Rainy
Iake on their way to Quebec, Mr, Edge had decided agsinst advencing to the
priesthood. Father Provencher had been appointed bishop of the Red River
district and was on his way to be consecrated, That seme summer (1820)
Fether Thomas Destroismaisons (g4t Picard) and & seminarian, Mr, Sauve
came through Rainy Lake on their way to St, Boniface, Mr, Sauvé did not advance
to priesthood, He became one of the first school teachers in the colony,

In 1822, Bishop Provencher feturned, bringing with him a seminarisn,
Jean Harper, who was the first priest ordained in the West, The following
year, 1823, after five years of devoted service in the g¢olony, Father Dumoylin
returnedAto Quebec via the voyageur's highway, Francois Boucher, a
seminarian ceme out in 1827, He became a priest shortly afterwards, the second

one to be ordained in the West, Thet same year, efter & seven yeers stay in

the colony, Fr. Destroismaisons returned to Quebee, In 1830, Bishop Provencher
went to Quebec on important business which required a lengthy stay. On this
occasion the Bishop made an earnest appsal for volunteers to work in his dioccese,
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Only one priest, Father George Anthony Belcourt, answered this ardent call,

It was in 1830 that the Rainy lake Fort rcceived a new name, Up to
that time it was still called "lac la Pluie Fort", On Februery 24, 1830,
Governor George Simpson married his cousin, Frances Ramesy Simpson, The
honeymoon trip brought the Simpsons all the way up to York Factory on Hudson's
Bay, It was on June 1, that they recched "The Esteblishment of Lse Ls Pluie
Fort", Lster on we find the following entry for September 25, 1830 in the
diary of the Fort: "This morning at Sun rise the new flag Staff was up and
the New Flag hoisted, In the meantime s flaccon of Spirits was broken and
spilled on the foot of the Btaff, ancd the Fort nesmed Fort Frances in honor
of Mrs, Simpsonts christiasn name, All the Whites gave three Hearty Cheers -
and the Indisns fired above 300 shote®,

In 1831, Fort Frances hsd its first look at Fr. George Anthony
Beloourt and was to see him freguently theresfter. On his errival st St.Boniface
he set to work &t once to study the Chippews language which he soon mastered
to perfectlion, He wes officially placed in charge of the Reiny lLeke mission
and made regular trips practically every year. Later on he composed several
books in that language. We shall have more to sey about this remarkable
missionary as the narration goes along,

Bishop Provencher returned to his diocese in 1832, bringing with
him Charles Edward Poire, & seminarian, whom he ordeined shortly after,
But the poor bishop was saddened by the departure, that same year, of Father
Jean Harper, The year, 1333, saw the arrival of & fine recruit in the person
of Father Jean Baptiste Thibault who was to lsbor in the diccese for thirty-
8ix yesrs (1833~1869), No sooner did Fsther Thibault come then Psther Boucher
took leave and returnsd to Quebec,

Two years later (1835) Bishop Provencher went to burope in the interests
of his dlocese, He returned in 1837 bringing with him & capsble young priest,
Fr, Modeste Demers, Two more priests came out in 1838, They were Fr, Francois
Blanchet end Arsene Mayrand, Bubt the number of priests in the colony did not
incresse as Fathers Demers and Blanchet were sent to the West Cosst where both

became Archbisheps in the course of tlmakgjﬂuﬂbsamegyear4£1838)Tgiather—Peireggg———f

left for Quebee,

Father Beloourt was sent to Fort Frances in 1838 to s tudy the possibility
of esteblishing there a permanent mission, with & resident priest, Fr. Beleourt
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reported that as far as the yhite population and the Metis families were
concerned, things were in a falr condition, but it wes not so with the Indians,
The prdspecta of converting them were not very bright, These Indisns had
deeply rooted pagen superstitions; they had been deprsved by their contsct
with unserupulous white wmenj and had an unguenchable thirst for the U£ita
men's 'fire water’, Fr, Belcourt added thst, in spite of all this, the task
of converting the Indiasns wes not hopelsse, ke continued to visit the

misaion at lezst once a yesr, Shortly afier his return to St, Boniface,

Fr, Belcourt declded to go to Quebec,

Fr, Belcourt returned the following yesr. But he found quite &
chsnge in the situstion et Fort Frances, & scholsrly Hethodist minieter had
visited the post in 1838, 1In 1839, the Reverend James Lvans returned bringing
with him other Methodist ministere, Leeving the Rev, William Msson in charge
of the Methodist mission, the Rev, Lvens went further West, to Norwey House
and as far as the Athabasez region., It is the Rev, Evans who reduced the
Cree languape to an slphsbet, and even established & printing press for Cree
publications, 5o, et Fort Frences, anc¢ st other poste the Cstholic missionaries
ne longer heé the field 511 to themselves, As & rule, Protestent ministers
were well supplied with funds end enjoyed the fevor of the Hudson's Bay Company,
S50, from this time on, Catholic missioneries had to cope with these
complicetions in their work,

In 1840, Fether Beleourt agein made his annual visit to Fort Frances
and continued to do so up to 1845 inclusively, Father Joln E, Darvesu, an
excellent prospect came out in 1841, His career, liowever, wes eut short three
years later when he was murdered by hostile Indiens on lske Winnipeposis,

In 1843 Bishop Provencher went to Dubuque lows, vis 5t. Psul, Minnescts,
The purpose of his trip wes to oblein gome nuns Ior the Red River Colony,
Having failed in this, the Bishop decided to go all the wey to Quebec. At
Montreal, he succeeded in persusding the Superior of the Sisters of Charity
(Grsy Nuns) to send four sisters to the Colony in 1844, The Bishop set oﬁt

before the Sisters, and came through Fort Frsnces in the spring of 1844,

While or his way to mske his customzry visit to Fort Frences, Father

Beleourt met the canoee bringing out the four eisters, They were accompanied
by two priests, Pather louls lafleche and Father Joseph Bourassa, Both gave
twelve years of generous service to the diocese, Il health férced Father
lafleche to lesve the mission field end Fether Bourssss returned to Guebec
with him,
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The year 1845 was an eventful one for the Hed Biver Diocese, Two
Oblates of Mary Imusculate came out to the Colony, They were, Father Peter
Auvbert 0,M,I, and Alexander Tachg, OeMels, not yet & priest. Incidently, they
were the last missionaries to come out by the voyageur's highway, through
Fort Frences, (From 1846 on, uissionaries journeyed directly by railroad to
S5t. Paul, Minn,, end thence by Red River carts fo 8t, Boniface, lster on,
(ebout 1877) priests went by stesmboat to Duluth, by trsin to Moorhesd, Minn,,
. and from there by paddle~wheel steambost : up the Red Riwver to 5t, Boniface,
By 1879, St. Bonlfece hsd rail connections:with the American raillrcads and
finelly the Canadien Pacific Railwey was completed in 1885).

It was. in 1845, that Fr, Belcourt made his last trip to Fort Frances,
In 1846 he handed his Indisn missions over to the Ublates snc in 1847, following
certein difficultice with the Hudson's Hay Company officiels he left the
Diocese and returned to Quebec, He could not, however, resist the call of
the West and returned to the western plains in 1849, Bubt this time he went to
Penbina, N.D, on the Americen side of the boundsry, some fifty miles south
of St, Boniface. Here Father Belcourt lmbored faithfully until his return
to eastern Canade in 1859, He died at Shediac, New Brunswick on May 31, 1874,

Fr, Belcourt deserves special recognition, not only beceuse he
looked after Rainy lake for fourteen yesrs, but becsuse he was one of the most
remarkable of the ploneer missionaries, He becsme an authority on the Chippewa
(ssulteux) langusge which he lesrned to perfection, He published several
books in this language. His most outstanding work is his Dictionary of the
Chippews langusge. For many years the manuscript of this Dictionary lay un-
recognized in the archives of the episcopal resiaence in St, Bonifece, It wes
ultimately discovered and published under the supervision of his first
assistant et the Pembine mission, Father Albert Lacombe, G.M,I, This dictionary
proved invaluable to &ll who wished to lesrn t.he Iengusge, It was in French
and Chippewes (there is no Chippews-Freénch form) and gave the etymology of each
word end the complete particles which throw muck light upon the knowledge of
this langusge and ensble one to seise the genius thereof, This dictionarf has
been copied on film slides from the original for the Minnesote Historical society

which declsres that "it is by all odds the most complete record in existence
of the pristine Ohippews tongue translsted into Freneh', It fills two volumes of
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nearly a thousend pages of close=writien script. There is an excellent
blogrephy of Fr. Beleourt written by Monsignor J, Reardon of the Archdiocese
of Gt, Paul, The title of the book is: George Anthony Belcourt., The bLook
wes published by the North Central Publishing Company of St. Faul in 1955,
It is of interest to note thst & town in North Dakots and a postoffice in
Manitoba are named after Father Beleourt,

After this tribute to a deserving pioneer missionsry let us
continue our narrative. On their srrival in St, Bonifsce (1845), Father
Aubert and Brother Taché were asked to take over all the Indian missions
in the Red River Diccese. The congregstion of the Oblates of HMary Immaculate
generously accepted this difficult task. The transfer was masde official
in 1846. Fr., Aubert's stay out Vest wes a.- relatively short one for after
five years he wae recslled to ‘r‘%%stem Censds, But Bro. Taché was to have
‘2 distinguished career in the western mission field. He wes ordained to the
priesthood on Uctober 22, 1845, when only twenty-two yesrs old, On the |
following dey, he made his perpetusl profession as &n Ublate of Mary Immeculate.
This was the first reiigious profession in the VWest. Of interest to
historians is the fsct that Father (lster Archbishop) Taeche was & direct
descendant of the fsmous explorer, laVerendrye.

Pathewm Aubert end Tache spent the winter monthe sfter their
srrival studying the Chippews languspe with Fether Beleourt as their teacher,
In the summer of 1846, Fr, Tache was sent to the northwestern missions while
Fr. Aubert replaced Fether Belcourt énd went all the way to Ra:l.ny lseke, The
following year, 1847, Fr. Aubert agsin set out for his missions, After his
return from Fort Frances Fether Aubert reported that the Indisns, in the
various missions refused to sccept Christisnity, He was convinced that
the dispositions of the Uhippews Indiesns did not warrpant the presence of @
missionary emong them. Bishop Provencher viewed ths situstion in a
similar menner. Regretfully, he abandoned the missions emong the Chippews
send sent the missicnsries to the Northwest where the Indisns were better
disposed to receive the Uospel message,

The Protestant ministers in the Rainy Loke region ceme to the
sameconclusion, The Rev, Mason left in 18,3, He was succceded by the —

Rev, Pcter Jacobs who left in 1846, The mission wes abandoned snd wes not re-
established till 1853 under the Rev, Allen Salt, The Methodist mission was
agein sabandoned in 1858 end the Rev. Allen Salt departed from the scene,
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After the sbandonment of the missions in 1847, the Chippews
Indians did not see a priest in the Reiny Leke reglon until 1851. That
year, Father Taché, O.M,I., who had been appointed co-sdjutor bishop to
Bishop Provencher, set out for Eurppe where his consecration waéﬁtaka place,
Instead of going by the new route viz St, Paul, Minn., Father Tache chose to
retrace his steps over the waterwsay route which he had followed when he csme
out to the Colony in 1845, He planned to return the same way in 1852, He
was, however, delsyed on his return trip, The Hudson's Bay Company's canoes
left Sault Ste Marie before he arrived at that point, So the newly-
consecrated Bishop Taché hed to retrace his steps to Detroit snd then proceed
to St, Paul and to the Red River Colony by the Red River Cart road. There
was no other Catholic missionery activity in the Rainy lake region for the
next sixteen years (1851-1867),

The thought of re-activating the missions among the Chippewa
Indians haunted Bishop Taché who succeeded Bishop Provencher in 1853, In
his book "Vingt Annees de Missions" (Twenty years of Missions), Bishop Tache
expressed his stzte of mind as follows: "Without questioning, in the least,
the pressing motives which necessiteted this move (abandoning the missions
among the Chippews Indians), may I be permitted to express the regrets which
I feel, even at this date (1865). Our Divine Master Himself wants us, at
times, to shake the dust off our sandals, nevertheless He Himself did
weep over & dJerusalem that spurned the gift of God, To abandon what has
been done, to renounce even the hOpe.of converting, is something that always
bresks the heart of & missionary, So I deeply realized the sorrow thet the
good and zesglous Father Aubert must have experienced when he had to yield to
a sad necessity so contrary to the desires of his heart, These regrets
beceme still more polgnant when, s few yesrs later, the Catholic chapel at
Wabassimong was handed over by the Hudson's Bay Company to the Church of
Englang",

On mnother occasion, in a letter to Mr, S,J, Dawson (Feb, 9,1859)
Bishop Taché’expresaed his hope for the evangelisation of the Chippewam
Indiens: "I do not consider this conversion tc be completely unatteineble,
444———————————l4knawfGﬁ;#irtueua—deedS—per£ermad4bygsems—e£4the—eenverteé—chippewagindiansjg————f
actions which prove thet God has some of His elect smong them, If our
missionaries, so few in number, were not more useful elsewhere, if our resources

were more abundant, I would try to carry out e project in favor of these
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Indians, & project which, perhaps, would have soms measure of success, But
considering actusl circumstsnces, all this is but & dream",

Bishop Taché began carrying out his plsn in 1861. Father JoM,
lestane, 0.M.I. set out from Bt. Bonlface to work among the Chippews Indisns
who lived near the mouths of the Red and Winnipeg Rivers, Twice a year he
carried out this meritorious work, This was & graduel advance toward Raeiny
lake, Bishop Taché wrote, "Would that we could return there one day! Would
thet, these poor Indians could merit the grace that would bring us back among
them}" 1In 1862, Fr, lestanc sgain journeyed as far as Fort Alexander at
the mouth of Winnipeg River, In 1863 it was Father L, Simonet, O.M.I, who
went to Fort Alexander, He was followed by Father lestanc who had a hasrrowing
experience while making his trip in mid-winter. There seems to be no
record of journeys in 1864, but most prbbably they took place, The chronicle
for 1865 records two trips made by Father Lestanc to Fort Alexander, No doubt,
the same holds for 1866,

Finally, in 1867, twenty years after the missions had been
abandoned, mission posts of lesser importsnce were established at Fort Alexander,
Lac Seul and Fort Frances, They were wvisited by priests from St. Boniface,
especlally by Father Lestanc, While he wes parish priest at St, Charles,

Man, (1867-1875), Father Joachim Allard O,M,I, msneged to make missionary trips
each summer to Peguis, lower Fort Gerry, Fort Alexander, Rat Portage (Kenora),
lac Seul and Fort Frances, Father lestanc did likewise even when he wae
stationed at Qu Appslle (1870-1874), After Father Lestanc's transfer to
Calgary (1874) Bishop Tache asked Fr, R, Giroux, psrish priest of St. Anne

des Chenes, Man, to look after Fort Frances, Travelling over the Dawson

Road, Father Giroux made trips to Fort Frances in 1873, 1874, 1875 and 1876,

In 1876, Father J, Allard 0.M,I, established permanent residence
at Fort Alexsnder, where s church wss built in 1877-78, From there, Fr, Allard
visited the Indians along the Winnipeg River, Iake of the Wbdds, Lac Seul,
English River and Fort Frances, 1In 1877, Father Joseph Stanislsus Marcoux,
OuM,I, came to assist Father Allard, From thet time on, all these missions
were attended regularly by these two priests, In 1880, Father Albert lacombe,
0.M,I, became the first resident priest in Rat Portzge (Kenors), He msde st

leest one missionary excursion to Fort Frances, This was probably in 1881,
In the meantime, Fathers Allard and Marcoux continued to look after Fort Frances
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from their bsse at Fort Alexander., In 1884, Father Marcoux estsblished
residence in Rat Portage and kept on looking efter the missions on the leke
of the Woods and at Fort Frances. Fsther Marcoux left Rat Portege in 1888,
and had Fether Charles Cahill C.M,I, as his successor. Fether Cshill made
his trips regularly from Xenora to Fort Frences up to 1893, It wes in that
year thet Fort Frances became & permenent mission, with a resident priest in
charge,

By 1893, the sspect and stmosphere st Fort Frences hsd undergone
& grest change from what it had been in the heyday of the fur trade. After
the merger of the two rival companies (in 1821), the combined Coumpany meintained
posts in the ares end continued to use the old cance highwey which led
through Fort Frances, Eventuslly, the site of the fort was changed from Pither's

P Boint to 8 ~fine spot just opposite the lovely falls of Rainy River, (Near to

where the paper mill and mill yard sre now located). Bubt the fur trade
abendoned this canoe weterway in favor of the more convenient route out of
York Fectory on Hudson's Bay, The Athebesce snd Far Western voyageurs no
longer delivered their furs to Fort Frences, They went directly to York
Factory. As & result, Fort Frances lost much of its past grandeur and soon
degenerated into en ordinary trading post. It did, however, conbinue te be -
the headquarters for a nwiber of smaller esteblistmente and wintering posts
along the Rainy River, on the lske of the Woods end at peints north and east
of Fort Frances,

But there was still a trickle of treffic coming through Fort Frances
even after 1821, Many people working their wey cut West, continued to use
the old canoe route, especislly fur traders and explorers such es Alexander
Henry, Alexsnder Mackenzie ang Devid Thoupson, Nicholas Garry, sfier whom
Fort Carry wes nemed, passed over this route in 1821, In 1822, the members
of the Internationsl Boundsry Comnission, Lavid Thompson, Doctor John Bigby
end MsjJor Delefield and their crews of surveyors ceme through Fort Frances,
S5ir Georgs Simpson, the governor of the Hudscn's Bay Company for forty yesrs,
contined to pass over this route well into the 1850's, es he toured his vest
emplire, in his express cesnces menned by picked crews of superb Iroquois
voyageurs, Up to 1845, inclusively, &ll the Catholic missionsries came

out by this route. In 1843, Henry lefrois, on his msgnetic survey of the North-
wst, Fsul Kene, the 1llustrious pasinter of North Ameriesn Indisns in 18463 snd,
in 1848, Sir John Richardson, in search of the ill-fsted Franklin expedition; -
8ll came over the old cance highwey,
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By the mid-century (1850), the fur trade begen to wane.Steambosts
and railrosds spelled doom for the veyageurs and their birch bark canoces,
These new modes of transportstion also meant & repidly dwindling wilderness,
Frontler settlement moved st &n sccelersted psce. Cne of the problems facing
the various governments during the time preceeding Confederstion, wes the
guestion of westward expansion. Hen's thoughts turned to surer ways than canoce
routes to link the East and the West. Morecver, the Csnadian government was an-
xious to hold British Columbis for the Empire against the obviously incressing
agpgression of American frontiersmen., This itch for conquest by the Americans
perturbed British authorities in London. As 8 result of these apprehensions,
two exploration parties were sent out to Western Csnada in 1857, The Imperial
Government dispatched &n expedition to examine the possibility of building e
rosc and & reilroed from Lske Superior to the Red River end from there on,
across the Rocky Mountsins, to the Pacific coast., Canadian government o:ficlals
feaging that the Britlish report might be unfevoursble, orgsnized an expedition
of their own.

The Britlsh expedition was placed under the command oif Captain John
Pelliser, It wes one of the best orgsnized, best managed end most successful
thet visited western Ceneds, For three yesrs, Palliser's experts probed our
geology, mapped our geogrsphy end ecoured the country for botenicsl species,
As fer as the country between lske Superior and the Hed River Settlement is
concerned, these men proceeded mﬁthcdicélly with the explerstion of the region,
Their findings were negetive, Falliser reported thet to build & road or e
reilroad between lake Superior and the Red River Settlement would not Justify
the large outley of funds required for such undertekings. He advised the
linking up with existing Americen railwsy lines,

The Cansdien expedition wes under the leadership of (eorge Glasdmsn,
Henry Youle Hind and Simon J. Dswson, Its commission was:"to make a thorough
examination of the tract of country between Leke Superior and Red River, By
which may be determined the best route for opening & facile communication,
through British territory from the lake to the Red River settlements, and

— ————ultimsteldy to the greattrsctuv of cultiveble Jand beyond them", It was

5.J. Dewson who made & thorough survey of the region from the Lakehesd to the
Red River Settlement. (1257-59), Dawson meintasined thst the essiest route
between these two poinis wes slong the old Xsministiquis cence highway. But,
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to eliminate some of the most difficult porteges snd to save many days of
tollsome travelling, Dawson proposed two short-cuts, 1) He suggested that a
wagon road of 45 miles be constructed from Fort Williem to Shebandowan Lake
end that the portages between Shebandowsn lake andiake Kashasbowie, and between
lake Rashabowie and leke "Lac de Milles Lacs" be improved; 2) The other shorte
cut would be st the western end of the route-from Northwest Angle Inlet on the
lake of the Woods= overland 95 miles to 5%, Bonifsce on the Red River, Though
approved in principle by the Canadian government, this combined water and land
route, of some 450 miles, was not built until after Confederation (1868-74) .
Simon J, Dawson wes appointed to supervige its construction., Because of his
association with the route, it was named after him 'The Dawson Road',

Work was far from complete when, in 1870, Wolseley's militery expedition
travelled westward over The Dawson Road to quell an uprising in the Red River
Setilement, The halt at Fort Frances was & plessant one. Captein G,L, Huyshe
epeaks of it as follows: "Glad indeed were we to see signs of the abode of
man after the desolate and inhospiteble region we had passed through ...., This
green end fertile ossis in the midst of rock, forest and water, wss like e
glimpse of the Promised lLand", Before leaving Fort Frances, Wolseley had &
compary of the First Ontsrio Rifles pitch a camp near the Fort and remsin &s
8 garrison, It is of interest to note that while the Wclseley'expedition
cerefully avoided the shortcut from the Northwest Angle Inlet on the Lake of the
Woods to Fort Gerry, the return trip ef the expedition was over the Dawson road

all the way from Fort Garry to Port Arthur,

After the Wolseley expedition, the value of the Dawson Route was
evident to all. Sc the Dominion government proceeded to mske this link between
the East and the West as good as circumstances would permit, The route was
opened to regulsr treffic in the spring of 1771. By 177k, it was virtuelly
completed even though its facilities continued to be of & rough frontier nsture,
In spite of untold hardships, immigrents to the opening wWest poured over the
Lewson Road, = 2,000 alone in the peak year of 1875, After this the Dawson
Road ceased to be used by immigrants, American stesmbosts and railroads provided
@ fuster and less srduous means of reaching Manitoba, By 1877, the Dawson Road
wes little trevelled and guickly fell into decay., Bnt it was still used to

transport employees and goods belonging to the Government., In its dying days,
the Dawson Road served the final purpose of facilitating the construction of the
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Canadian Pacific Railway, meny of whose supplies passed over the course of
the route it was destined to supersede.

A1l this notwithstanding, Fort Fraences derived meny benefits from
The Damaoﬁ Road, The steamboats used to transport the troops, in 1870 and
1871, were left on the verious lakes along the route. In 1874, the first
lsrge steamboats were plsced on Rainy Lake, Rainy River and the lake of the
Woods. Besides those members of the Wolseley expedition who remsined at
or near Fort Frances, some of the men employed in operating the Lswson Road
trensportation system, settled down in the vicinity. At the same time gseveral
imaigrants were favorsbly impressed by whal theysew in the Rainy lake
region and decided to establish domicile in the neighborhoed.

And now, it is time to say & few words sbout the canel that wes eﬁp;scmec
to aid navigstion on the Dawson Route. In 1873, the John A, Macdoneld govern-
ment, which advocated the construction of a transcontinental railwey to bind
Canads together, was defested., Mocdonald wes succeeded by Alexander Mackenzie
whose policy was, that the reilwsy should, where possible, link existing weter
routes, This policy led to ths building of s canal &t Fort Frances. Work on
the cansl began in 1875, The construction of the canal and the locks brought
many persons to Fort Frances. For & while all was bustle and commotion,

Hut when the Mackenzie government was defested the project was sbandoned (in
1878). The unfinished cznal never aided steambost navigstion, which, by thst
time, was the chief form of transportstion. When the Cansdisn Facific Reilway
construction gengs appeared near Rat Portage, thet place beceme the hub of
sctivity in the region. In 1879, the Hudson's Bay Company moved its head-
tuarters to Ret portege, which shortly after, (1882) had reil commnicstion
with Winnipeg, In 1865, Rat Portage became en important divisionsl point on
the transcontinentsl Canedian Psoific Reilway, After thet, meny travelled by
train to Rat Portage end from there by steambost to Fort Frances. By 1890,
there were twenty-one steemboats plying between Ret Portage snd FortFrances,
Jmmigrents came to Fort Frances and Joined those who had remained behind
after the construction of the cenasl had been cslied off. Although the
Hudsonts Bay Company’s post still survived {up to 1903), it was, st that

time, more of a general store than a fur trading counter., Fort Francee was
no longer a primitive fur trading emporium, It wes s budding village, soon
tc become &8 prosperous center for lumbering enterprises and agricultural
exploitation,
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Such wes the situation in 1893 when religious authorities decided
thet the time hed come to establish a permenent mission with a resident
priest at Fort Frances. This msrked the end of another phase in the religious
history of the region and the beginning of a new era for the Cetholic Church
in the Rainy lake district.

On September 21, 1893 four priests, all Oblates of Mery Immsculste
arrived in Fort Frances and went to the little house belonging to the
missionsry. This building stood on whst is now Mowat snd Portage Avenues, near
Sinclair street, Father (lster Archbishop) Adelard langevin, Vicar of Missions
came to establish a permanent mission center in Fort Frances, Fether Joseph
Cemper hasd been invited to presch a retreat to the Indisns on ﬁhe Couchiching
Reservetion, Fr, Charles Cahill wes appointed the first resident priest of
Fort Frances., He had slready looked after Fort Frances and the neighboring
missions since 1888 from his headquarters st Rat Portage, In addition to this,
the bishop of Duluth, Minn., James McGolrick had asked the 6blate Fethers to
sttend the various posts in the northern part of his large diocese, A&s it
wae well nigh impossible for Father Cahill to minister to all the Catholics
in 8o vast & district, Fsther Philip Valeés wes named tc be his sssistent.

The two priests were reminded by their superior, Father Langevin,
thet their field of labor wes immense; that their efforts would not always be
crowned with the desired success; but, that by complying with the orders of
their superiors, their merit would always be recognized by God. Fr, Langevin
exhorted Fathers Cahill and ValSs to follow in the footsteps of the heroic
prieste who had proceeded them in the Rainy Lske portion of the lord's Vine-
yard,

The Vicar of Missions then assigned the patron ssints for the
Indian reservation and for the village of Fort Frances, St. Peter was chosen
for the reservation. This was & definite sssociation with Fort St. Pierre
end Pierre laVerendrye, The Venerable Marguerite d'Youville, foundress of ?!
the Gray Nuns of Montreal wes designated ss the patron seint for the White E
population of Fort Frances. Here, agein, there was an obvious link with
the psst, Christophe Dufrost de la Jemmeraye who hsd built Fort St. Pierre

in 1731 was Marguerite d'Youville's brother and LaVerendrye's nephew, With _
the selection of the petron saints and the nominstion of the resident prieste,
the permanent mission st Fort Frsnces was duly ineugursted.
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Fort Frances wes a good-sized Village in 1893 with a feirly large
White population, But there were only five adult Cetholies within the
confines of the village, Besides these, there were about sixty persons of
mixed extraction and some one hundred tresty Indians on Couchiching reservation.
The muuber of Catholics on the American side of the boundery was not
indiczted in the census taken in 1893, As there was no Catholic church
in the villsge, services were hel¢ in & school on the Indisn reservation,

Shortly after settling down to work, the priests decided to open
a school for Cstholic pupils. As there were not enough Cstholic ratepayers
Lo organize 2 Separate School Board, the school had to be a "Private School",
A little house belonging to John Dwyer was rented for that purpose, It was
located near the priests! residence (Mowat Avenue & Sinclsir Street),
Hr, James Fitzpatrick was the teacher. He offered his services free of
charge, OUn the first day of achool, November 8, 1893, only three pupils
answered the call of the school bell, There is no further mention of this school
in the extant records of the parish, Could it have come to an untimely end?
Perhaps it is more reasscnasble to assume thst it continued to offer instruction
to & larger group of 7pupils than on the first dey of its humble existence,

In 1894, Fort Frances was stricken with gold fever, Gold had been
discovered, the previous autumn, on one of the islands on Rainy Lske. A
gold rush set in and, in & very short time, forty acres of heavily~wooded
lend were cleared in the middle of winter. By spring, Rainy Lake City, (on
the American side) had a population of over 400 inhebitants, Dreams of
Fort Frances becoming a mining metropolis were rampant., ‘Bven the priests were
smitten, Foreseeing & large influx of population, they thought of building
a hospital and of erecting & full-fledged parish with & duly appointed parish
priest, But the gold mine did not prove sufficiently profitsble for ex-
ploitation end soon things calmed down. In spite of another gold rush, this
time 2t Seine River, the Catholic populstion st Fort Frances remained quite
smell, There were ten White Catholics, including two women (ohe of them
married), and twelve Metis (half-breeds) in the village proper. Within a three
mile radius there were 57 Catholics and 11/, more on the Couchiching reservation.

There was talk of building s bosrding schoocl for Indian children on
the reservation, but Rat Portage wes given preference for the school, The
possibility of having Gray Nuns come to the Indian reservation was mooted,
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but this, toc, was found to be premeture, When things did not progress

as expected, Father Valés was recalied. On June 26, 1894, he left for
another assignment, In the fall of that year arrangements were made to have
religious services in Fort Frances, louis Hamel offered his home for the
winter months., (His house was on the site of the present High School),
Here, on September 9, 189/, High Maes was chanted for the first time in
Fort Frances. The Indians from the reservation toock care of the singing,
Megs was then sald alternately in Fort Frances and on the reservation,

Oraduslly, the number of Catholics in Fort Frances began to increase,
Father J.B. Dorais 0.M.I, came in Msrch 1895 to help out with the work,
The louis Hamel house was too smell for thﬁkongregation and other provisions
had to be mede for religious services, Father Cahill had already acquirec
property during the gold rush in 1894, Yfor 8 future church snd a hoaspital",
But circumstences did not call for a hospitsl and lack of funds did not permit
the bullding of & regular church. 8o the Oblste Fathers decided to bulld &
combined house~chspel with their own funde on their own property. This
dand wes or First Street, just back of where Wells Hardware Store used to be,
A part of this property wes purchesed from the Hudson's Bay Company and the
remainder was acquired in an exchange with Louls Hamel,

Un June 10, 1895, work sterted on the combined house-chapel, with
Brother Theodore de Bijl U.M.I. in cherge. The building would be 36 feet
by 2 with an annex, 22 feet by 16, The ground floor was to be used as the
rectory. The upper floor, which had sn exterior stairwey, would serve as
& church, The annex was to be used as Quarters for the housekeeper. The
total cost of the building wes estimeted at $2,000,00. Construction sdvanced
rapidly and, on July 28, 1895, though not yet completed, the chapel was
opened for services. Father J,B, Dorais celebrated the first Mass and Fr.
Charles Cshill delivered the first sermon in the hunble chapel.

The Cathollc mission in Fort Frances wae raised to the rank of &
regular parish in September 1895, As the first Mass in the new chapel had been
celebrated on the feast of Gur ledy of Perpetual Help, the patronsl feast of
the church was changed to thet of Qur ludy of Perpetusl Help., Father dJ.B.

Baudin CU.M.1. was appointed the first psrish priest, He arrived on September
5th and took cherge of the parish on Sopt, &, 1895, Father Cahill remsined 88
missionary but Fether Dorsis left for snother pest in northern Manitobs,
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Thet seme sutwmm, the little chapel beceme the second "Private
3chool® in Fort Frances. On school days the Blessed Secrament woe removed frou
the chapeﬂi anc a drop-curtain hid the altar during dehool hours, Miss Boilesu
was the first and only teacher in this improvised school. The experiment
was not Buccessful and, after cne year, the project was sbandoned., After that ,'
Catholic children went to public school but on Ssturdaye they ceme to the
chapel where one of the Fathers teught them catechism, '

A significant change took place in 1896, Two diocesen priests:
Father Joseph Clovis St. Amant and Father Louis Zephirin Chandonnet came to
Fort Frances early in Jsnuary, ' Fether Chandonnet wes sent to look after
the Cstholics residing at Pine River (now Pinewood) and in the vicinity.
Father S5t, Ament who preferred to work emong the Indians, estesblished residence
on the Couchiching reservation. He begen at once to study the Chippewa

language.,

Fathers Beudin snd Cahill remained st Fort Frances, As there was
& fairly large Catholic populetion at Mine Center, it became neceasary for
& priest to go there occasionally. The first Mass was said there on January 30,
1896 in the home of Joseph Collins, The first marrisge at Mine Center, that
of James Welsh and Florence Hill, took place on May 14, 1896,

One of the problems that preoccupled the Fatherse since 1893 was
the acquisition of property to serve as & eaiholie cemetery, At first the civie
authorities opposed the idea of a denominational cemetery. But after
recourse was had to offieclals of the Provincisl Government in Toronto,
permission was finally granted on February 3rd 1896 by the local civic
authorities. A plot of two and one half scres on the esst side of the cemetery
was ceded to the Cstholic parish, Two months later, in April, Father Bgudin
was notified that his services were needed elsewhere. So, on May 12, 1896,
he left Fort Frances after e stay of only eight months., On June 5th, it was
Fother Gahill's turn to leave, He had been recalled to Rat Portage where he
was to supervise the construction of & bosrding school for Indians. Om
completion of the schocl he wss sppointed its first principal.

Father St. Amant wes left in clergeof the parish and of the Indlan

reservation, Services were held In Fort Frances only on the fourth Sundsy of
the month, A viclent storm which tore ore the roof of his residence on the
reservation, forced Fr. St, Amant on August 3, 1896, to take refuge in the
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priest's house.chapel in Fort Frances, In November, Father St, Amant
returned to & new home on the reservation., From then on, services alternzted.
between the reservstion and Fort Frances. When Father Chandommet left
Pinewood in September 1896, Father St, Amant was asked to add that mission

to his large field of labors, The various posts were visited occasionally

on week days when thst was possible,

April 1897 found Father St, Amant back in .the house-chapel in Fort

- Frances, for the summer months, It was in April that Mr, Joseph St, Amant,
the priest's father, sent an organ for the Indian mission on the reservstion,
Since no one there could play the orgen it was installed in the parish chapel,
The organ was insugurated on Sunday May 2nd. The organist wes ¥rs, Clark,
who was not & Catholic., The scloist on thet occasion was another Protestant,
Mro Round, who was manager of the Hudson's Bay post at Fort Frances, The
ehroniole adde that there were many other Protestants present &t the ceremony,

In Uctober, Father St. Amant went to Pinewood to oversee the
construction of & log cabin church there, It was a very humble church indeed,
measuring 36 feet by 24 feet, Thanks to & generous "workingebee" on the part
of Pinewood pioneers, the building was closed in by Cctober 7th., While
Fr, St. Amant wes away at Pinewood, Father Cahill, now principal of the Rat
Portége Indien Boarding School, csme to Fort Frances in quest of Indian
pupils for his institution. He returned to Ret Portage with six children
from the reservation, '

At Christmas, instead of having the Midnight Mass on the reservation,
it was celebrated, for the first time, in the village chapel, It was quite
an event, Those who think that ecumenism begen after the Vatican Council II,
had better listen to this. The orgenist was Mrs, Kesting, a Protestant, The
Misses Short, both Protestants, were viclinists, They were helped out by
Mr. Pat. Roche of Internastional Falls. Mr, Joseph Baker, also from Internationel
Falls, played the flute, The singers were Messrs, Clark and Round, both
Frotestants, with assistance from Mr, Tom Kinshells of Internstional Falls and
Mre. Jemes (Tilda) Paul, Among the many Protestants present at the ceremony

were three ministers: Reverend Mr, Fry, Methodist; Reverend Mr, Grent,
Presbyterian snd Reverend Mr. Bertlett, Anglican, Everything went well and
all returned home with a pleasant souvenir of the first Midnight Mass at
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Another of Fr, St, Amant's consolstions in 1897 occurred when one of
his parishioners, Miss Elzire Decaire of Pinewood embraced the religious state
in the' commmnity of the Sisters of Charity (Grey Nune), This was the first
religlous vocation to come out of the Reiny River region, It was the fond
hope of the zealous pastor that it would not be the last,

_ - The great event of 1898 wae the first pastoral visitation by
Archbishop Adelerd Lsngevin of 5t, Bonifsce, He arrived at Pinewcod by
steamboat late on September 20th, He wes accompanied by Fether Joseph
‘Thibandeau O.M.I, and Fr, Charles Cahill, The latter went on to Fort Frances
to prepare the people there for the Arehbishop's visit. On September 21,
Archbishop langevin blessed the little Church and dedicated it to bod's
service under the title "Our Lady of the Wayside", This wes 8 delicate
allusion to the past when the voysgeurs and explorers passed by here on
their way to more distant posts., Hsving celebrated Mass, the Archbishop
administered the sacrament of Confirmation to thirty-two persons, It was
the first time that Confirmation had been solemnly conferred in the Rainy
Biver district, Before leaving Pinewood, Archbishop langevin blessed the
Catholic cemetery,

The Archbishop sccompanied by Fathers 8t, Amant and Thibaudeau
set out on September 22nd by steambost for Fort Frances, Immedintély on
arrival, Archbishop confirmed twanty-three persons, This wes followsd by
the blessing of & church bell with the assistance of Fathers St. Amant ,
Cahill and Thibaudeau, With its bell blessed and installed the little
church in Fort Frances took another step forward towards its status of a fulle
fledged place of worship, It was a singular coincidence, that, five years
sfter he had founded a permsnent misaion here, Pather Langevin, now Archbishop,
officiated at this memorsble ceremony,

It would not be amise to say a little more about the story of
this bell, The names given to it by the Archbishop were "Marie, Marguerite",
These nemes honored Our lady of Perpetual Help, patroness'of the parish and
Venerable Marguerite D'Youville, to whom the mission was originally dedicated

in 1893, The bell, weighing 309 lbs, was purchesed from the Meneely Company,
Bell Founders of Troy, New York, The bell cost, F,0,B. at New York, $78.00,
It was shipped vis Rat Portsge on the Canadian Pacifie Railway, and then by



- 35 -

steamboat to Fort Frances, The cost of the bell wss defrayed by the proceeds
of & 5t, Patrick's concert, organized by Mrs, "Tilda" Psul, The actors, under
the asble direction of the Presbyterien minimter, the Reverend Mr, Grant,

gave & masterful interpretetion of the drama: “Uncle Tom's Cabin", &An item
not to be overlooked wes that the concert was staged in the "Orange lsll",
This lsst detail was not exasctly to Fsther St, Amant's liking, but he was
happy at the thought, that from then on, the chimes of the bell would call
his beloved perishoners to divine worship.

Before closing the chronicle for 1898, it would be proper to mention
an event that was destined to Icava‘a,prorbund impress’ on the entire cbmmunity:
the coming of & railway to Fort Frances, In the spring of 1898, work started
st both ends, on the Cenadian Northern Railway from Winnipeg to Fert Williem,.
The eager populstion looked forward with grest expectation to the day when
Fort Frences would hsve repid communication to the Esst and West. The prospéct
of having & daily msil service overjoyed the people of the relstively isclated
village of Fort Frances, The sporadic delivery by stesmbost in summer and
by dog-sled in winter, or even the more expensive service via Tower Minn and
Duluth, was far from sstisfactory,

Pending completion of the railway, life went on in Fort Frances, et
a slightly asccelerated pace, As far as Fgther St. Amant was concerned, the
year 1899, brought him a much desired relief from his hesvy burden of minister-
ing to the Catholics scattered over a vast area, Shortly before being
relieved of his duties as parish priest of Fort Frances, Fr, St, Amant
welcomed the arrival on August 10th of & 300 pound bell for his little church
in Pinewood, towards the cost of which Archbishop Langevin donated $50,00,
Then, on Aug 20th the little mission acquired an organ for the church, HMuch
88 he would hsve liked to, the Apchbishop was not able to come to bless the
bell, He delegeted his Viear Genersl, The Very Reverend Joschim Allard O,M,I.
to perform this ceremony which took place on October lst, 1899,

Father Allard then proceeded to Fort Frances #nd took charge of
the parish s well as the mission on the reservstion. The new pastor was well
known in the entire district, He had mede many visits to Fort Frances, as far

back &8 1867, From St, Boniface st firet, and then from Fort Alexsnder,

Fr, Allard came to minister to the Cetholics at Fort Frances, The parishioners
welcomed Father Allard and were plessed to hear that Father S5t, Ament would
remain in Fort Frances to look efter the neighboring missions, Among these
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missions was Mine Center, where on January 14, 1900, High Mass was sung
for the first time in the school house, Miss Theresa Ferguson was the
organist on thet ocecasion. )

By 1900, work on the Canadian Northern Railway was advancing rapidly,
There were construction camps.all aleng the right of way, On March 18th,
1900, when on his way back from Mine Center, Father St. Amint visited one
of these camps at Bear's Pass, some 20 miles east of Fort Frances. He
was pleasantly surprised to find many Catholies there s Among whom were
several misicians, So a High Mass wes sung probably on March 19th to the
accompaniment of & violin and a guitar, Those who think that the guitar
is & distinctive feature of the contemporary era, take notice,

In his chronicle for 1900, Father St, Ament mentions the introduction
of several ceremonies which show that the 1ittle parish was gradually
coming of age., On Pebruary 2nd, Candlemas day, the blessing of ,candles
took place for the first timé._ On March 25, feast of the Annunciation,
solem Vespers were chanted for the first time in the little chapel., On
April 12, 13 and 14, Holy Week ceremonies were performed for the first

“time in Fort Frances, However, the first solemn procession of the Blessed

Sacrement on the Feast of Corpus Christi took place on the reservation.
Back in Fort Frances, on June 22, Peast of the Secred Heart, there was the
Exposition of the Bleseed Sacrament throughout the day, followed by a
Consecration to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, and Benediction of the Blessed
Sacrament, Finally, on December 23rd, 1900, the Stations of the Cross were
blessed and installed, |

Before this last event, Father St, Ament hed received notice of his
appointment as parish priest of the newly erected parish of Pinewood, He
left Fort Francee toward the end of October, 1900, for his new post and
remeined there until 1907, During his stay in the Reiny Lake ecountry,
Father St. Amant endeared himself to the people on both sides of the
boundary, The '0ldtimers' of the region spoke of him with grest veneration,
After having occupied many important posts in the St, Boniface archdiocese ’

- Father 5t, Amant was promoted to the rank of Domestic Prelate, His death

{

took place in St. Bonifece in May, 1960, Father Herve Peran 0,M,I, who
arrived on November 30, 1900, toock charge of the missions attached to
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Fort Frances, But his #tay here was very short = by January 6th, 1901,
he had left for snother assignment.

Archbishop Langevin made another psstoral visitation of the district
on July 1li, 1901, He went first to the Indien reservstion and commended
Father Allard for having started the construction of a church en the
Couchiching reservation, The Archbishop then expressed the hope of seeing,
in the near future, & boarding school, built on the reservation, for
Indian children, with the Gray Nuns in charge. By the way, the church
that was being erected there measured 50 feet in length and 25 feet in
width., The edifice was built entirely by the Metis and Indiens living
on the reservetion. This church was blessed by Father Allard on Dec, 21,
1901, It was tentatively dedicated under the title of Our lady of the
Iake, pending the designation by thé%rchbishop of a patron saint,

After having administered the sacrament of Confirmation on the
reservation, the Arehbishop returned to Fort Frances where the ceremony
was repeated for the bepefit of the parishione¢rs. Archbishop Langevin
_addresaed the people and wondered whether the spiritual progress of the
parish would keep pace with the msterisl changes that were taking place
with the coming of the railwsy to Fort Frances, The Winnipeg -~ Port Arthur
section of the Canadien Northern Reilwey was finished in the autumn of
1901, The first train between Winnipeg and Port Arthur ceme through
on Jsnmary 1lst, 1902, Pioneer days were over at Fort Frances, The advent
of the railway spelt doom for the steamship treffic snd in a short time
steamboat, transportation was practically nonexistant,

Other changes took place., In 1903, the Hudson's Bay store burnt
down end was not rebuilt, On April 11, 1903, Fort Frances was officially
incorporated as a village, At the same time there was & considerable
increase in the population. From the Catholic Church point of view thefe
was progress, But the aged pastor, Father Allard, found it & difficult
task and asked for help, It was not until September 1903 that Father
Heotor Brasserd came to assist him, Fr, Brassard took over the Indian
missions &nd msde his heasdquarters on the Incdien reservation,

In 1904, Father Allard thought that the time had come to build a
Separate School in Fort Frances, 8o he decided to organize & Separate
School District. Many of the ratepayers were opposed to the idea out of
fear that taxes would be too high in the Separate School system, To keep
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taxes in line with the Public School system it would be necessary to find
other sources of revenne, Some suggested, socisls, fairs, bazaars and the like
but those who were in & popition to organize these activities refused to

do so, OSomewhere along the discussions a false step was made end soon many

of the Catholic ratepayers were up in erms, Some of the more excited ones
wvent as far as ssying that if the Archbishop wanted to have a Separste School
in Fort Frances, he should build snd support it out of his own funds, Things
looked bad for a while, Even the Protestants locked on with amused curiosity
et what was going on among the Catholic ratepayers in Fort Frances,

Things tvok a sudden and unexpected turn when, on April 5th, 1905,
Father Allard received notice thet he had been sppointed to the Chaplaincy
at St, Mary's Academy and at Missricordia Hospital in Winnipeg, Father
Allard left promptly and on April 1Oth, the new pastor, Father Ernest
Croisier O MsIs took charge of the parish, Father Creoisier set to work
dmmedistely to calm down the aroused Catholic ratepayers, A general meeting
was held, opinions were expressed and discussed, quite sharply, at times,
But gradually the opposition subsided, Father Croisier assured his
parishioners that every effort would be made to keep the Separaste School
taxes in line with those of the Public School system, When possible, the
parish would help out, But what proved most effective, w#é the promise
that all the moneys collected at various logging camps, would be handed
over to the Separate School Board., When, finally, the sssembly was called
to the question, an unanimous vote favored the purchase of two lots and the
imuediste construction of a Separate School, The Oblate Fathers consented
to provice the necessary funds at a reasonable rate of interest, Without
delay work started on the new gchool which was situsted on Nelson Street,
Just east of the present St.‘Hhry's Separate School,

Father Croisier then informed his parishioners that negotiastions were
in progress with the Benedictine Sisters of Duluth, Minn., to open a Catholic
hospital in Fort Frances in the course of the year (1905), It was agreed
that one sister would teach in the new school, It was the fond hope of the
pastor that, with s sister teaching in the school and a Catholie hospital

in operstion, hearts would be softened and purses opened & bit more widely
te support the Separate School, He intended to explain Catholie docotrine
more &nd insist less on the obligstion to support the school, Pretending
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not to notice the opposition that still smoldered in some quarters, he
invited all his parishioners, men snd women, to teke a more active interest
in the school., His conciliatory tone and perservering efforts brbught
sbout & more serene atmosphere in the parish,

The pastor's next tesk was to mske some much needed improvements in
the church which wes in the same primitive state as it had been when built
in 1895, Here again, Father Croisier met with a strong spirit of retrench-
ment. The women in charge of the building fund were loath to pert with
their savings so religiously gsthered and so carefully guarded, By 1905
this building fund had reached the respecteble amount (in those days) of
$500,00, But the pastor stood his ground, He did not intend to hear confess—
ions in the open at the commmion rail as his predecessors had done, snd
he would not celebrate Mass and perform other religious rites unless the
vestments and objects of worship were in conformity with dignity and religious
standards, Shortly after, & confessional was built, new vesiments were
provided, candlestricks and other objects of worship were purchased, At
the same time, the resolute pestor begen making plans for an Altar Society
which would look after the church sanctuary &nd provide all that was
necessery for religlous services,

Another of the efficient and systemstic pastor's projects was the
parish census, Father Croisier was just as practical and thorough in
this &s in his other undertakings, Every family was visited and ihe names
of all the members af—all were lisﬁed. There were brief comments on the
religious status of the parishioners at times. In the parish there were
st thet time (1905) some 30 families (139) persons, In zdditlon to these,
there was & shifting population of sbout 150 persons: lumber jacks, trappers,
smployces on the railroad and the like, Father Croisier found esmall
pockets of Catholics in the missions: st Emo, Big Fbrk, Mine Center and
other points along the Csnadian Northern Railroad. It was difficult to
tend to the religious needs of these sparsely populated certers becsuse
they could be visited at irregular intervals only, snd that,'on week daye
only when many of them were away 2t work. Finelly, Fr, Croisler surmised

P

that the missions on the American sides Internastional Falls, Littlefork,

Blg Fells, Indus and loman would be taken over, in the near future, by
American priests, Work on & dam across the'Rainy River, and a power-house
haed started in 1905, This brought in a large riumber of men to International
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Fells, These were followed by settlers along the American side of the
Rainy River.

While International Falls was in the process of out-growing Fort Frances,
disaster struck in the former fur trading post, On dJune 5th, 1905, early
in the morning, a serious fire broke out and most of the business section
and severel residences werc reduced to ashes, But the ensrgetic businessmen
anc. the residents were not discoursged by this ssetback and soon all the
business enterprises and homes were rebuill and improved,

It would, perhaps, be of interest to mention some of the pioneer
families of the Cstholic parish in Fort Frances, louis Christle came in
the fall of 1894 to be followed in early spring 1895, by his wife (Rllen
Welch) and dsughters, Catherine age 5 years and Msrguerite, age & months,
Their son, Wilfred, wes born in Fort Frances in 1837, Mrs, Christie {Nellie)
took an active part in all church, commnity and recrestional activities,

Next in seniority was the James Paul family, Mr. Paul came in 1894,
His wife {Mathilds Carroll) and dsughter, Rits arrived in December 1895,
Mrs, Paul (Tillie) took & grest interest in all church activitiss and
her good example was faithfully followed by her dsughier Hita, Mrs. Emile

Cousinean,

Then came the Ed Marbin, John Gegné, Narcisse Gagn€ and Cyrias
'Gagné’families. Their descendente tock & keen interest in church doings.
Several of them are still prominent in church end school orgenizations.

agnggfatave Jalbert family came here from Mine Centre, Both Mr, and
Mre,/were staunch Catholics and generous supporters of the church and
Separste School. Both occupied important offices in the various church
organizstions, Their greatest claim to specisl considerstion as distinguishe
ed members of the parish is that twoe of their dsughters became nuns and
their three sons became priests, Mrs, Jalbert's sister, Louiee deChemplain

who 1ived with the Jalberts, leater became & nun,

Pat A. Smith first came to the district in.1892, Lster, he joined
the Rat Portage Lumber Company. In 1900 he married Elizsbeth Fitepatrick

at Ret Portage and shortly after this he came to Fort Frances, first ss
tgcaler?, then as manager of the Rat Portsge Lumber Company. Both Mr, end
Mrs, Smiih were good church workers and generous supporters. The Pa.A.
Smiths were childless but they kept with them two of their nephews:

Lugene and Callshan McCarthy, and two of their nieces: Mary and Theresa
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Fitzpatrick,

There was & Louis Hamel here before 1895. It wee in his home that
Mass wes said on Sundays during the winter of 1894-1895, He left for
Mine Center before 1905, Here sre the names of some of the other families
in the order that they sre listed in Fether Croisier's census: Willisw Law
end his sister Annie; John Tighe, John McCrank, Georpge Wastell, Simon Fahey,
Hilasire (Larry) Frenette, Ernest Green, Pat Kerr, James Herty, John Iriscoll
and James Bartley, whose son leo wes ordained a priest in Edmonton in 1923,
In addition to these femilies, there were some whose families were not here,
sud some single men, Two of thee , Jemes Fitzpatirick and John Dignall geve
their services free of charge, to the missions and were considered as

‘donn€s', or men who. gave themselves for the service of Cod,

After having become acquainted with some of the pioneers of the
parish, let us resume the chronicle for 1905, In September two Benedictine
lhms arrived., They were: Sister Evangelist who was to be the teacher in
the Separate School snd Sister Edward the housekeeper., To get to Fort
Frances, the sisters hed to trevel by train from Duluth, Minn, all the way
to Winnipeg and then beck«trasck from Winnipeg to Fort Frances on the
Gansdian Northern Railroed, The Sisters were to reside et the hospital when
it would be completed, In the meantime, they occcupied the housekeeper's
Quarters at the rectory., Unfortunately, vericus eircumstances turned up
and the hospital project was gbandened,

The Separate School was completed in due course. Archbishop Adelard
langevin came on September 20, 1905 snd blessed the new school, In his
discourse to the people, the Archblshop pleaded with the parishioners to
co~operate with their pastor who hsd worked soc hard to have the school built,
He reminded parents that they were bound in conscience to pay their taxes
to the Separste School Board and to send their children to the Separate
School, He appesled to the women of the psrish to show their generosity
in ofganizing sccials, faire end bezaars in order to help out with perish
and school finances, Finally, the Archbishop asked all the parishionere to

think seriously of bullding a larger and more dignified church for the
community.

That same afternoon the Archbishop went to the Indian reservation to
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bless the newly-completed school for Indian children. This echool had |
been built, in greatur part, by three Oblate lay brothers: krother
Theodore de Bijl was in cherge end Brothers Eugene Gsuthier and Charles
Sylvestre were his assistants, Father Hector Brasesard was appbint.ed
principal of the school. After heving served seversl generstions of
Indian pupils, this school wae replaced, in 1962, by & thoroughly modern
edifice. bHere is a list 35 the principals who were in charge of this school:
Hector Brassard C.M.I., 1805«1909; Matthiss Kalmes OiM.I., 1909-19113
Philip Valds 0.M.I. 1911-1918; Hector Brassard C.M.I, 1918-1925; Simeon
Perreault O.M.I. 1925-1920; Hector Brassard OJ4.I. 1929-1932) Paul
Bousquet 0.M,I. 1932-1934; Meurice de Bretagne CubeTe 1934=1936; Vincent
de Varennes O.M.I. 1936-1938; Placide Chatelain U.M.I. 1938-1947;
Vincent ce Varennes (.M.I, 1947-1957; Andrew Florentin 0.M,1.1957-1961;
Fernend Delaye O M,I. 1961-1962; Joseph R. Carrierc O.i.1. 1962-1965;
Reymond Dion O.M.I, 1965-1967 and Aime Lizée 1967 to the present day.

Fether Croisier had another building project going on in Internstional
Falls, Minn, A small church, 36 feet by 26 feet was being erected there,
By the end of December 1905 this building was closed in, but it was not
opened for religious worship until Sundey, Februsry 4th, 1906, ©On Laster
Sundey, April 15th, the church wea blsssed by Father Croisier, who acted
as perish priest, Thenceforth Hass was celsbrated in this church every
Sundsy and on week deays, on request or by special appointment,

Back in Fort Frances things began to change. Sister Evangelist,
the teacher, found the distance between the house~chapel and the Separste
School to be too great, It was, therefore, decided to trensport the
house-chapel from its site on First Street, to Victoris Avenue, where the
Ublete Fethers hed purchased several lots. On the last Sunday in December
1905, Mass was celebrated for thelast time in the chapel, Theresfter
religious worship was held in the Separate Sehool until the completion of
the new church,. -

In spite of the cold westher, the housemchapel was moved to
Victorie Avenue early in Janusry 1906, The ground floor was used &s the

rectory. The upper storey, what had formerly been the chapel, was
transformed into rooms for the sisters. The originel home of th%nlssionsry
wag transported from ite site on Mowat-SinclairTand converted into &
sacristy for the new church, Whether dissatisfied with the condition of
their new quarters or prompted ‘oy the deeire of more privacy, the Sisters

- L L d Ok b
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harty residence. later on they moved into s house on Victoris Ave,,
nearer to the Separate Schoal &nd now the residence of the Robert Craig
famly.

The decision of the Sisters was, no doubt, a step forward, but it
imposed sn additional burden on the glresdy debt=ridden perish, Then
came the distressing news thet since the nhospitsl project fell through,
the Sisters would be recalled st the end of the school yeer. The thought
of losing Sister Evangelist, who was en excellent teacher, csused the
perplexed pastor untold anxiety, Frantic efforts were macde to orgenize
& hospitsl in the quarters that the Sisters had vaceted, But the plan was
not scecepted end hed to be sbandoned, After the urgent and repeated
requests of Father Croisier, the Mother Genersl of the Sisters relented
and promised to send the Sisters back for another school year,

On receiving news of this decision the zealous pastor bresthed &
little more easily. ' Then he set to work to arrange for the construction
of 8 new church, An sgreement was made with the Oblate Fathers to borrow
$10,000,00, at a very reasonable rate (the sctusl cost of the church
was $8,694,41), Work started without delay, The new chureh was built on
Vietoris Avenue, Just north of the recently transported rectory, The
church proper was 72 feet long, 34 feet wide snd 28 feet high. The
former residence of the missionary was converted to a sacristy of the
new church, Work progressed sstisfactorily, end on November 25, 1906,
Archbishop Langevin came to dédicate the new edifice to the service of
God’] The Celebrant of the Bolemn High Msss on thet occesion wes Fethar
Lyste Portelence O.h.I., parish priest of Sacred Heart Churech in Winnipeg,
with Fethers H, Peran O.M,I, and J, Clovis St, Ament sz Deacon #né Subm
descon, Cther priests present were Fathers Croisier O,M,I,, Alphonse
Hertmann O.M,I, parish priest of Notre Deme dy Portage Church in Kenora
and Father Joseph Poitras, the Archbishopfs secretary, After hsving
eonferred the sacrament of Confirmaticn, the “Archbishop blessed & statue
of the Secred Hesrt of Jesus, On the'following day, the Archbishop insisted
cn meeting the Iadies of the Altar Soclety. After congratulating them gnd

encouraging them in their work, he imperted to them the Apostolic Blessing,
Before leaving Fort Frances the Archbishop made it 2 point to visit the
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Separate School which wag dear to his hesrt, The Archbishop had used
his influence to persuade the Ublate Fathers to make loans, at ressonable
rates, to the Separste School Board and to the Parish,

With the new church open for worshiip end the Separste School
funetioning sestisfecterily, Father Croisier wes able to relax, a bit, He
was further consoled when, on October 22nd, 1906, Father Arthur J,
lebonte CeMeIo arrived to help out with the work, But there was still
the prospect of losing the Sisters to preoccupy the worried passtor, Things
looked so bad thst in February, 1907, Arehbishop Lengevin advised Fether
Croisier to look for another teacher for the coming school year, But
Father Croisier was not a man to give up without msking s suprems effort,
He spoke to Sister Evangelist, the tegcher, and made her reslize the good
work she hsd accomplished. If she left, mich of this would be undone, He
pleaded with good Sister to use her influence with the Superior General in
order to save the school, Sister Evangelist, understanding the situstion,
succeeded in having the question reconsidered, The Buperior General at
Duluth decided, somewhst reluctantly, tc allow the Sister Evangelist to
return for another school year.

Cn Mareh 12, 1907, Father Labonte received orders to report to
St Mary's Church in Winnipeg, He wes replaced by Father Joseph
fterrien OekyIs, who came up from Duluth.i:bn April 21, Father Croisier
had the signal privilege of blessing & new bell for the church, Archbishop
Langevin had graclously delegated the pastor to officiate at this ceremony
at which Father Bressard snd Therrien served as Deacon and Subdeacon, The
bell hac been donated by Mr, kd, Martin and Mrs, James P@qi}} On Msy 9,
1907, &fter a trisl of almost two Jears, the Alter 8ociety'waa officially
organized., The first officers were: President Mrs, D;D. Doucette; Vice-
President, Mrs, James Paul; Secretsry Mrs, O, Jalbert and Treasurer,
Mrs, PeAy Smith. On June 2, the Stations of the Groés, donated by 3t, Mary's
Chureh in Winnipeg, were blessed snd duly installed,

Chenges in the personnel took place in September 1907, Father

— —— Joseph Therrien was recalled to DIuluthe, Fether Therrien had made meny
i friends, His plessing perscnality and Jovial ways had msde him very

popular with the Separsts School Children.  He waas replaced by Fsther
Francis Costiou, O.M,T, who was to give a long and distinguished service
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in the district on both sides of the boundary., Fether Croisier was very
pleased to heve him as a companion and fellnwwuorkér. Classmates at the
Seminary, they had been ordained priests side by side &t Liege Belgium.

The two priests teemed up excellently and went about their work energetically,

Toward the end of 1907, the people of the two border villages,
especlally those of International Falls, were gladdened by the construction
of two new railrosds which gave comumication with points to the south, The
Minnesots end Internationsl Railway (now & part of the Northern Pacific
Railway) reeched Internstionsl Falls from the southwest. The Duluth, Rainy
lake and Winnipeg Railway (now the Duluth, Winnipeg and Pacific Railway, &
subsidiary ef the Canadisn National Railway) came from the south., This
lstter Company bujlt a bridge between Fort Frances and Renier Minn, The
first run of the train over this bridge was made on April 28, 1908, So
Fort Frances, too, had direct access to the south, About this time there
was talk of a railreoad link with the Ganadian Pacific Reilway &t Kenora.

A cherter had been granted and in 1925 it was secured by the Backus Brooks
Company, It was anticipated that this railﬁayﬂWOuid be,comﬁleted in

31926, This hope has not yet been fulfilled, aﬁd considering the present
railroad situstion, the proposed Fort Frances -_Kénora Railway will,

most probably, never see the light of day. '

Durlng the first three months of 1908, Father Croisier made
missionary trips 4o the various 1ogg1ng eamps in the area, The purpose
of these visits was not only to tend to the spirltual needs of the persons
concerned, but also to gather funds for the church and school, Both purposes
were atteined and Father Crolsier returned with the fancy sum of $624.50,
‘While he was away, Father Costiou lookee after the parishes in Fort Francee
end Internstional Falls, In April it was Father Gostioda turn to take the
road, He went as far as Atikokan and Indus Hinn, Then, towards the end
of April, Father Croisier struck out for the aouth and visited Iittlefork
snd Big Falls, Minn,

At Fort Prences, On June 1y, 1908, there was a solemn blessing
of a Statue of the Dlessed Virgin Mary, Father Croisier officiated, with

Fathers H, Brassard and F, Costiou assisting as Descon and Subdeacon res-
pectively, An international flavor was given the ceremony when a choir from
Virginis Minn, under the direction of Miss M, Murphy took charge of the musical
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part of the programme, This statue was donsted by Messrs John, Narcisse
Cyrias Gagné and by Jolm G&gné'& three sons: Wslter, Johnnie and Henry.

Shortly after came the end of the school year, Sister Evangelist,

the school tescher, and her compsnion, Sister Edward were recailed to Duluth,
Their departure was regretied by the priests, the parishioners and especially
the school children, The Sisters, too, were sorry to leave, Many years leter,
Sister Evangelist let it be known thet she still had & warm spot in her heart
for her former pupils at Fort Frances, This time the Sisters did not have to
go all the wey to Winnipeg to get to Duluth, They boarded the trsin st

Fort Frances and went directly to their mother=house at Duluth,

Not long after the departure of the Sisters, there wes another
lesve~taking, Just when Father Croiesier had the parish well ergsnized and
gcould loock forward te & frultful career in Fort Frances, he received notlce
of his trensfer tc the Sacred Heart Parish in Winnipeg, It was with a hesvy
heert, that in August 1908, Fether Croisier left Fort Frances, He had come
to love his parishioners whom he served sc faithfully during the past three
years. Father Costiou, when announcing his own appointment as parish priest
at Fort Frances, drew attention to Father Crelsier?s great spirit of obedience
in complying with the orders of his Superiors. "But", added Father Costiou,
the walls of this church and everything around us, speak of Fether Crolsier
and of 81l that he has done for the parish®. '

It was in August 1908 thét Fether Francis Costiou took charge
of the perish, One of his first tasks was to find & competant teacher for
the Separste School and this wss not easy in these deys. Almost at the last
moment, Miss Marie Drisccll, & cousin of Mrs, James Herty, came and sccepled
the assignment,

Father Arthur Dallaire O,M,I., & recently ordained priest,
was sent to Fort Frances in Sept, 1908, as assistant to Father Costicu, He
wae welcome as there was #nough work in Fort Frances, Internstional Falls
and in the neighboring missions to keep two priests quite busy, An event
which plessed Father Costiou wss the blessing of a statue of St. Joseph on

Rovember 295, 1908, by Father He¢ Bressard. This statue wss donated by Mles —
Yvonne leGsze, the housckeeper at the rectory.



- 47 -

During Jenuary and Februery Father Croieier csme from Winnipeg
to help cut with the work of vieiting the logging cemps. On Merch 7th, 1909,
prayers were requested for Father J,B, Beudin, whose desth had taken place |
on Februsry 27th st Kenora, Father Baudin had been Fort Frances' first parish
priest, from September 5th, 1895 to My 12, 1896, In June 1909, Father
Patrick J., Xilleen, a priest of the Duluth Diocese was appointed perish priest
of Internstional Fells and priest in chargs of the misslons in northern
Minnesots. The Fathers at Fort Frences were thereby relieved of & large
portion of the territory they had hitherto csred for, but their field of
labor was still large enough to keep them fully occupied. On July 1ith,
Archbishop Lengevin came again for the pastoral visitation of the perish,
He was accompenied by Father E. Croisier and Fether A. lebont€, Cthers
present on this cccasion were Fsther P.J. Killeen, the newly appéinted psrish
priest of Internetionsl Fslls, Father M., Kalmes (,M,I,, principel of the
Indian schocl, Father Costiou, Father Dalleire arnd Fether Joseph Poitras, the
Archbishop'& secretery,

In the fall of 1909, the Separste School pupils greeted-a new
teacher, Miss Greta Fahey, who was duly qualified with en Ontario diploma.
The logging camps were visited during the months of Jenuery ancd Februsry,
This difficult but mer&torious work wes carried out annuelly, practicelly ze
long se these camps were in operation, Fsther Costiou wes sorry to lose his
egsistant, Fether Dallaire, who left Fort Francee on May 2, 1510, No one
eeme to replace Father Dallaire. The'pastor had to rely on occasiocnal help
from the Fathers at the Indian School or from vieiting priests, But he did
receive e compenion shortly efter Fether Dallaire's departure. Bro, AR
Pelletier (. M.I, & lay broth-r ceme to Fort Frances, Hz beosme the church
Jenitor, a gafdener and helped out as cook when his services were required
in that capacity.

The year 1910 saw the completion of the dam across the Rainy River.
The power=-house was {inished sbout the samc time and began prdducing
electricity. This changed the course of events arnd conditions in the whole
region between Rainy lske and the lake of the Wood$. Work on psper mills in
Fort Frances and Internstional Fells wae in full swing. This was followed

by the erection of large saw mills on both sides of Reiny River. Things
were "booming" in the border towns.
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Father Costiou wee busier than ever tending to his ever-
growing flock. When the school year started he was plessed to see
Miss Grets Fahey back at her post as teacher in the Separate Schobl,
About the same time an anonymous benefsctor donsted a statue of 8t,.
Patrick, which Psther Costiou blessed on September 4, 1910, Another group
of parishioners started a drive to have the church wired for electricity, |
Mro Pat. A, Smith paid for the wiring, The cost of the fixtures was
defrayed by donstions from the following perishbners: Miss Louise de
Champlain, Mrs, Noel; Mr, & ¥rs, James Paul, ¥r, O, Jalbert, Mr. J,B,
Pelletier, Miss F, Delaney, Mrs, L, Christic and Hr. John Gspne,

(An event which exerted some influence in Fort Frances was the
forming of a Couneil of the Xnights of Columbus in Internstional Falls,
¥ereh 5, 1911), Among the charter members of this council were some
men from Fort Frences, Twenty=five yéars later Fort Frances had its own
council, (Mar, 3, 1936).) | ' '

The increase in populstion created e problem in the Sepesrate
Schools The one class room was filled to overflowing, Another was needed,
a second teacher would have to be hired and, of course, additionsl funds
hed to be found, Money was borrowed, the upper storey ef the chureh
szcrlsty was converted into a claseroom and two new teachers were hired,
Miss Fahey, who had given gremt satisfaction during her two year stay,
plamned to leave Fort Frances at the end of the school year to enter £he
religious order of the Sisters of Loretto in Toronto. The new school
teachers were the Misses S, Hacdonnell and M,T, Kelly, Having classes in
the sacristy proved to be & mekeshift srrangement and soon sll reslized that
& lsrger s chool would have to be built, The parish now had & families
comprising 275 persons, Besides this there wae & floating population
of eonsiderable size., The year 1911 ended with the blessing on Dec, 31 of
& statue of S5t, Ann, the gift of an undisclosed benefactor,

karly in 1912, while Father Costiou was absent on one of his
visits to the logging camps, some parents, dissatisfied with conditions at
the Separate School, gent their children to the Public School, Un his return,

Father Costiou let those parents know what he thought of them. "Their faith®,
he said "“would not fill a thﬁ%hle". When Arehbishop langevin came on

April 13, 1912 for the psstoral visitation of the parish, he censored the
conduet of those parents who had teken their ehildren out of the Separate
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School, e congratulated Fether Costiou and the faithful perishioners for
their generosity in supporting the church and school, He commended the pastor
on the good work he was doing in the logging camps, The Archbishop etressed
the wrgent need of building & new school large enough to accommodate the
growing number of pupils, He suggested the formetion of & comnittee to help
the pastor in the administretion of the perish. Pinally he stated thet the
parish should purchase from the Oblate Fathers, the rectory with its contents
~and the lotz the Oblates had near the church and school,

Action was taken, prouptly, on the various suggestions msde by the
Archbishop, The Bchool Board ordersd the building of a four rcom, brick-
veneerad school., Un April 28, 1912, the election of the parish trustess
took place, Llected were: J, Harty, P.b, Smith, O, Jalbert, E, Clairmont
end k, Gormsn, In June, 1912, the parish bought. the rectory with all the
furniture (library and personal property of the priests excepted) and the
property balonging to the Oblates, There was then an exchange between the
parish and the School Board of some lots to the setisfaction and greater conm
venience of all concernsd, Iwoc new teachers: Miss Mae Coughlin and Miss X,
Leahy were hired, In due time the school was completed at the cost of
some $13,000,00, On Dec. 1, 1912, the solemn blessing took place with
Archbishop langevin officiating, There were songs, addresses, speeches,
admonitions, congratulations and appeals for a wholesome éo«operation in
&ll echool and parish activities. About this time, on ﬂovember 29, 1912,
the canonicsl erection of the parish took place and it was officially ine-
corporated according to the laws of the province of Omtario,

The parish sold the property on First Street, the site of the
originel hounse~chapel tc the Wells Hardware Company, in the spring of 1913,
In the fall the Misses Coughlin and Leahy returned and were grefted by s
large number of pupils; The two school teachers acted as (od-Mothers for
81l the girls who were confirmed on November 30th, This time it was the
huxi}iary Bishop of S,. Bonifsce, Arthur Beliveau, who administered the
secrament of Confirmetion, Oﬁ Mondey December lst, the anniversary of the
blessing of the school, there was & banguet sponsored by the Separste Bchool

anrd for the Bishop end all those interested in the Separate School, One
of the guests on thet occasion was Father Cherles Cahill who had been the
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first resicent priest in Fort Frences,

The year 1914 proved to be & memorable one in many ways, By this
time there wee grest sctivity in Fort Frences, The paper mill was dresdy
producing paper and the Shevlin-Clarke sawmill was working full blast,

Many new families 6ame to Port Frances, Prosperity and optimism abounded
on a1l sides, On Hey 10th, 1914, the entire conxmnity wes saddened by the
deeth of Pat &, Smith. He had been & prominent citizen, & stalwert Catholic
and a gererous supporter‘of the church and school.

Fether Costiou informed the parishioners on July 19th that the
Sisters of Our lady of the Missions hed sccepted to come to Fort Frances and
teke over as teachers in the Separate Schocl, The invitation had been first
made awey back in 1901l by the Provinciel of the Oblate Fathers, The Sisters,
however, were not in & position to acbept the offer et thet time, It was
on July 27, 1914, thst Sisters M, St, Ildegarde, M. St. Reine, M, St. Marcel
end M, St. Edans arrived in Fort Frances. The first Separate School,
built in 1905, hed been prepared sz a residence for the Sisters, This wes
to be their home until 1919, when the Sisters moved intc the present convent
on Nelson Street,

The coming of the Sisters was the source of much satisfaction to
Father Costiou and his parishiocrers, But the pastor wes not without his
disappointments, One of the questions thet had come to & heed in 1914,
wag that of a fair division of corpdration taxes, The Separate School
Board had claimed & fair portion of these taxes which were being paio
entirely to the Public School Board, A test case was brought to court, but
the trial Judge decided in favor of the Public School Board, Je explained
that he could not give any olher interpretation to the lav as it stood &t
the time, But be did insinuate thet local municipsl authorities could,
amicably, make certain adjustments, The village fathers, however, refused
to act on the Judge's suggestion, This attitude on the part of the locsl
municipsl euthorities saddened the Catholic ratepayers who found it so
hard to keep their taxes in line with those of the Public School -Board,

There wes 8 grester dissster in store for the commnity, The World —

War broke out on August 4th, 1914, Many young men volunteered their
services in the Armed Forces, Soon cssualties resulted snd as these were

announced there was sorrow in many & home and anxiety snd apprehension in

many more,
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There were other occasions of mourning in 1915, The entire diocese
of St. HBoniface was saddened on June 15th by the unexpected death of
Archbishop Lengevin which took plsce et Montreal, The Cstholles in Fort
Frances had come to appreciste all thst their Archbisliop hsd done for them.,
That fall, the parishioners were shocked to hear of the desth of one of
their former parish pwiaétﬁ. Shortly efter the stert of the First World
Wer, Father Ernest Croisier, wes sumsoned by the Government of Frsnce to report
to the service of his country, Fether Crolsier answered the call, . He had
hardly reached the front lines on the battlefidl when h® was killed on
October 26, 1915. One of the most grief-stricken persons was Father Costiou
who had labored under Fether Croilsier here in Fort Frances and then succeeded
him as pastor.

The beneficisl influence of the Sisters was noticed wher, in 1915,
the society of the Children of Mary was orgenized, Another event of note
wes the blessing of the new Stations of the Cross on December 19, 1915,
Subscriptions for these Stations had started sway back in 1913, Here is a
14st of the subscribers: Stations 1 and 2, The Ladles Aid (Altsr Society);
3, Mr. and Mrs, O, Jalbert; 4, in memory of P,A, Smith; 5, Mr. &nd Mrs,Prancis
Mohry 6, Mr. and Mrs, Kilawee; 7, Mr, snd Mps, M.A, Malone; 8, Mr, end Mras,
G. Viger; 9, Mr. and Mrs, McCertlyr; 10, Mr, enc ¥rs. J. Gegne; 11, Messrs
C. end i, Cousineau; 12, ¥r, anc Mrs. Jemes Psul, 13, The Children of Mary
and Y, the parish in memory of Reverend L, Crolsier, O,M,I. On the seme
dasy & sanctusry lamp, the gift of an umnamed parishioner, was installed,

It was not until lete spring 1916 thst Archbishop langevin's
successor wes appointed, He wes the former Auxiliary Bishop Arthur Beliveau.
The news was wellereceived by the parishioners of Fert Frances, Archbishop
Selivesu had produced & very favorsble lmpression on his first visit to
Fort Frances on November 30th snd December lst, 1913. On Cctober 7th, 1916,
the newly appointed Archbishop came to Fort Frances for the pastorsl visitation
He wes officially greeted et the reilway etation by two of the trustees,
MeSsrsJHarty end O, Jalbert. The address of Welcome was read by Mr, M,A, Malone -
who with Mr, J. Gegné had been appointed to £111 out the unexpired terms of

P,A, Smith, deceassd end rd, Gormen, departed,

Two ceys leter, on Cctober 9th, the unexpected happened, Father
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Francis Costiou, who had been parish priest since August 1908, left for
France to report for service in the Army of thet country. The surprised
parishioners were sorry to see him leave, especially after recalling what
had happened to Father Croisler, Father Costiou had been a zealous and
devoted pastor who spared no peins to promote the religious and materisl
welfsre of the parish.

When trying to sssess Father Costiou's work in the parish one cennct
help but notice his constant appeal for the understanding of the importance
of Catholic educstion and suppert of the Separate School, His cesseless

efforts in coping with the finsnciel situstion of the parish and school,
impress the impartial observer, He pleaded with his parishioners to organize
and petrenize socials, card parties, pienics and bazsars in order to help
out with the psrish finances, He became a beggar for the church end the
Separate School, In the parish, in the logging camps and wherever he met
well=intentioned people, His ministry in Fort Frances cen be summed up in
the fellowing words of St. Peul: "Preaeh the word of God, be urgent in
seagon, out of sesson, reprove, entreat, rebuke with all pstience and
teaching . . . But be watchful end in all things, bear with tribulstion
patiently, work &8s & preacher of the Gospel, fulfill your ministry.

(2 Timothy IV, 2=5), This advice of St. Paul seems to have been Father
Costiou's motto and programme for 1ife.

Father Arthur Dallaire srrived on Cctober 21, 1916, and took charge
of the parish. He was wellwmown in the district for he had been here from
September 1908 to May 1910, He was conversant with conditions in the psrish
and went sbout his work energeticslly., Shortly after his arrival, it was
Father Dallaire's plessant duty to congrstulste his humble compznion, Brother .
fgg;g Pelletier, who celebrated his silver jubilee of religious profession
on November lst, 1917,

Early in January, 1917, Father Dallsire recommendsd to the preyers
of his perishioners, & former pastor, Fsther Joschim Allard OM,I1,, whose
desth had occurred on Januery 10, in St, Boniface, Father Allerd had made
regular visits to Fort Frances from 1867 to sbout 1884, later on he became Vicer

Gensrsl of the St, Boniface archdiocese, From October 1899 to April 1905

he had been parish priest et Fort Frances. Thst same yeer, snother deserving
priest, Father Charles Cahill O.M.I, died st St. Boniface on September 6th,
Father Cahill hsd looked after Fort Frences since 1888, In 1893, he becsme the



first resident priest here, He left Fort Frences in 1896, but continued to
visit his former field of labor everytime the opportunity to do so presented
itself, He occupled important positions later in his career and wes the
Provincisl of the Oblate Fgthers when death overtook him,

Back in Fort Frances the Sacrament of Confirmation wes aduministered
by Archbishop Belivesu on Seplember 1L5th, 1518, Iuring the menth of Cetober,
Spenish Influenza broke out and took ite toll of young and old, Father
Dallaire made heroic efforts to administer the sacraments to the dying in
Fort Frances in the veriouc missions as far esst as Atikoksn. On Noverber LItk
1218, the ringing of bells anc the blowing of locomotive and mill whistles
emounced the end of the First World War,

In March 1919, Fether Dallaire was plessed to hesr that his fellow-
Ublates had re-asssumed chorge of the perish in Internetional Fells. In
July 1919, Father Costiou retwrned to tend to the missions attached to
Internetionel Fells. He was in familier territory for he hsd sttended these
missiong during his firet stey in Fort Frences, Father Costiou remsined in
charge of the northern Minnesots missions until 1944. After & few yeers
spent in semi-retirement at St, Augustine, Florids, Father Costion went to
6t. Boniface where he died on September 15, 1961, '

Arehbishop Belivesu returned to Fort Fﬁfnces for the pastorsl visitate
ion of the parieh on October 19th snd 20th/ Heé was pleased with conditions
end congratulated both pastor end flock, The psrish was no longer in debt,

It had & credit balence of over $2,100,00, even after heving given & con-
glderable amount of money to the Separate School Board, The Archbishop
expressed the hope that the scheol would be enlarged without delsy, The
number of pupils incressed steedily and the school wes over-crowded. The
criginel Separste Schiool bullt in 1905 had been reconditioned and pressed
into service to handle the overflow of pupils, but this arrangement was fer
from satisfactory,

Complying with the Archbishop's desire, the Separate School Board
decided to construct an eight room addition to the school, A large euditorium,

too wssg$efbegbuilti;—Wbrk;s%ar%eéfen—JuiyL29;41925;4but4the*additiunaigroomSAA“*"

Pama

were not resdy for the new school yesr. It wes not until October 12th thst
these rooms were opened to the pupils, KEwen then there was still work to be
done, The firet activity in the suditorium tock place on December 2, 1925,
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There is nc record of a blessing of the new wing of the school, but, probsbly
it took place privately on October 12th, 1925, By the way, the srchitect of the
new wing and auditorium wea Brother Theodore de BLjl 0.M.I,, who hed already
worked on the first house-chapel, the new church, and on the Indien School,

With their school enlsrged and the auditorium in use the perishioners
thought it was time to build a new church in Fort Frances. Consequently on
October 26, 1926, a delegetion met with the Archbishop, who st thet time was
at the Indian School, Archbishop Belivesu, fully eware of the need of & larger
church wondered whether the parish was able to shoulder such s burden s8¢ soon
after the school had been enlsrged and the auditorium built, He suggested
that & serious study of the question be made during the next six months, before
action be tsken on the building of & new church, The deeision must have been

negative because there was no further mention of & new church until much lster,

It was with a feeling of joy thet on July 1st, 1928, Father Dellaire
announced the ordination end coming of Fether leo Jalbert to celebrate his
first solemn Mass in Fort Frances on July 8th., He wes the firet of the
Jalbert boys to become a priest, His brothers Julisn and Marcel were ordained
leter on, Many think thet Father Leo Jalbert was the firet son ol Fort Frances
to advence to the priesthood, fTo set the record straight it must be pointed
out thet Fsther Leo Bartley, who hed been born in Fort Frences, but rsised else-
where, was ordained a priest at Edmonton, f¢ve years esrlier, on September 2,
1923,

Father Leo Jslbert came on the appointed day, July 8, 1928, but the
celebration was not as happy as could have been desired, for on thet same
—day, Father Dallaire announced his trensfer to Kenora and bade adieu to hie

parishioners.

Father Dﬁllnire's administration of almost twelve years' duration, was
energetic and efficient, He worked hard to have his ﬁerishioners support the
school and church, He made the customary trips each winter to the logging
camps and he had to do it alone, for at no time during his long term at Fort
Frances did he have an assistant priest, He took a keen interest in the youth

— of the mrish and tried to organize speciel activities for them, He was
interested in athletic events and was a good public relations man, He got

&long well with those who were not of bis fsith and even had some of them help
him to beautify the Catholic cemetery,



On varicus topics Father Dallaire hed his own perscnel views
and the courage of his convictions, Although he had many friends in Fort
Frances, there were some who did not see things eye to eye with him, So,
te be frenk,snd truthful, it must be admitted thet et the time of Father
Dallairets trensfer, there was a feeling of tension in some quarters,

Tt was during Father Lallairets edminisiretion thet the fsmous
"languags Guestion® reared its ugly head. Alveady in 1914, during Father
Costiou's incumbency, the Alter Scciety had been divided intc an English and
& French 56¢tion. - Both groups operzted indepsndently, elthough st times,

Joint sessions were held, Eventually, the two groups were reunited. But
there continued to be an under-current of dissension, which sometimes broke
out into open strife, Fether Dallsire wes between two fires., Becsuse of his
French Censdien descent, he wes suspected by the Inglish faction of being
pertial to the French, The other side thought that, in trying teo be impartisl,
Fether Dallaire ¢id not show enough geal for the "French Csuse”,

He hed been explicitly requested both by*Archﬁishop Beliveasu ancd by
the Provineisl of the Oblates, Father Jossphst Megnan U.M,I,, to see to it
that children of French extraction be properly instructed in the French
lenguspe. He was advised to de this in s prudeant snd discreet manner., To
bring thds ebout, Father Dailaire seems Lo heve used @ firm, suthoritative
method rather than 8 mild diplomatic approech., So there wes & stralned
stmosphere between & good number of the perishioners asnd the pastor., The
same could be seid about the relstions between the parish priest and the
tezchers in the Separste School, As mstters did not improve, the Superiors
thought that perheps a change in pasters might. remedy the situstion, So in
1928, Father Dallaire was transflerred to Kenora, On Friday July 13, Fsther
Dallsire left Fort Frances with regrets, for he had come to love the people
and place, For the record, it must be stated thet the "language Guestion”®
continued to be & thorn in the side of his successors. Father Dellsire wes
perish priest st Kenora for nina‘years. In September 1937 he left for
Kemsack, Sask., where he served s psstor for 32 yesrs. He retired in
hugust, 19469, pfter 62 yosre in sctive ministry. He is still hale end hearty

at. the ripe sge of 80 years,

Father Arthur J. lebonté, the new pesrish priest, came to Fort Frances
on July 9th, 1528, He hed been here previously from Cctober 22, 1906 to
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March 12, 1907, Famillar with conditions in Fort Frances, he tackled his

new assignment with determinstion and soon realized thet he could not do

the work 511 by himself, He asked for an assistant and received one in the
person of Father George Desrochers 0,:4,I. who arrived on September 15th,

1928 and remained until August 30th, 1929, Three other Oblate Fathers

served es essistants under Fether Labonte, They wore: Fsther Charles Mondor
O.M.I, (August 31, 1929 ~ July 9, 1930); Fether Elie Savoie U.M.I, (August 20,
1930 =~ March 15, 1931) and Father Léendre Geuthier 0,M,I, (March 18, 1931 =
April 20, 1934).

Here are some of the notable events of Father Labonté's pastorate,
Father Lsbonté, having a great concern for nestness and propriety, had the
church property levelled off and landscaped, the church wes painted inside
and out, and the interior properiy decorated, The wsll between the church
and the sscristy was taken out to provice additional spsce for children on
Suwwdays., A curtain was installed to close off the sacristy when meelings were
held there on weekdeys,

The rectory was brick-veneered, and an oak floor was lasid en the
ground floor of the rectory. The front porch was enlarged snd closed in
to provide a large vestibule on the ground fleoor and & pleasent reading room-
recrestion room above, Dilapideted and outmoded furniture was disposed of,
House furnishings were brought up~to-date and in conformity with modern
rectory requirements., Finally a2 "breege-way" was built between the rectory
and the church, The entire church property and buildings acquired a
presentable sspect. All this required an outlay of some $4.,000,00,

The school needed repairs, especially the auditorium roof which was
on the point of caving~in, As school funds were depleted, the perish came to
the rescue, Repairs werec made and a new re~inforced roof was put on the
auditorium, The parish footed the bill fqr all this work, Even at thst, the
Separate School Bosrd was obliged to borrow (without interest) the sum of
$1,000,00 to carry on,

The Catholic Cemetery was next in line for improvements, New

enﬁrance gates were put up, Additionsl burial spsce was provided by the pur-
chase of a lot east of the cemetery, The cemetery was then surveyed and each
plot clearly indicated, A Special section was wet aside as buriel plot for the
soldiers of World War I, The bodies of Veterans buried in different parts of
the cemetery, were brought to this €ommon plntgwhich was then enbellished,
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Pastorsl Visitaotion took plsce twice during Father Labonté!s
incumbency. On June 29, 1929, Archbishop Beliveau’cams and confirmed a
large group of children and ten sdults. On this occesion, the Archbishop
made some interesting observations, One of these was the possible use of
the large school suditorium as a church for & nwwber of years, This, he
thought, would cut down on expenses end help provide funds for the building
of & new church. He thought this arrangement would eslleviate the school
situstion which at that time was precarious, The next pastoral visitation
was scheduled for 1932, But in 1931 Archbishop Beliveau was laid low by
& serious and protracted illness, It was not until June 15th, 1933, that
Bishop Joseph Guy 0.M.I, of Grousrd, Alberta, came to administer the
sacrament of Confirmstion,

A lay brother, David Pelletier, 0,M,I., who had lsbored in Fort Frances
died on Februery 7, 1930, The parish suffered another loss when one of
its dedicsted pioneers died on February 27th, 1930, She was Mrs, Jemes
(Mathilde) Paul & devoted parish worker, & competent leader in perish
orgenizstions, & steunch Catholic and & generous supporter of the church and
school,

Here now are some of the sslient festures of Father Labonté s
administration, One of his first concerns was for the youth of the parish,
Shortly after his arrival, he orgenized the Boy Scouts and Girl Guides,
Altsr boys were cerefully rehearsed to take psrt in church ceremonies not
cnly correctly but also with dignity. The Sodality of Msry was put on 8 more
active basis. Choirs of young people were orgenized and trained to provide
proper chant for church ceremonies, Catechism was tsught in the scehool and
speciel religiocus classes were held for high eschool and public school pupils,

Another of Father Lsbonte's interests was the promotion of the
liturgical movement, The use of the missal was explasined, a grester personal
participation in church worship encouraged, and beautiful vestments were
procured, Fsther Lsbonte promoted the practice of corporate communion,
All church orgsnizstions had their communion deys, First Fridays of the

month were faithfully observed with the exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
and lesgue of the Sacred Heart devotione, Wednesdays and Fridays of Advent
and Lent were always days of devotion, On these days end often on Sunday
evenings there were speclsl instructions, A truly religious spirit wes
fostered in the parish,
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Another of Father Labonte's projects was that of improving publie
relstions with those who were not of the Cetholic faith. He took a lively
interest in civic and recreational ‘activities. Being en active member of
the Cansdian Legion he did much to inerease the influence of this orgsnizetion,
One of his hopes wes thet 8 grester number of Catholics would shake off their
*ghetto! image end come out in the open to let themselves be seen snd heard
in commercial, civic and politicsl spheres, Finelly, somﬁthing should be
s&id ebout his handllmg of the "language Question™, When Archbishop Belivesy
cane for his/%ésgbral vieitetion, he was plessed to note thst the spirit of
the parish had improved, There was not the tuarmoil that prevailed just a
short year ago, Father labonte tried herc to restore cslm and serenity to
the parish, A native of the State of Magsachusetts, whose early educstion
was had in a school where instruction was given entirely in English, Father
lebonté wes well grounded In that language. Subsequently he sttended French
institutions of leerning, but did not let this interfere with his prcficiency
in English. His first assignments after ordination were in Englishespeaking
centers; especially at St, Mary's Church in Winnipeg, His overseas' exe
periences as a chaplain and a lisison officer in the Cenadian Armed Forces
gave him ample opportunities of becoming fanilisr with the English mentality,
in evid resder of English Classics, he acquired & remerkable meetery of the
lengusge, No wonder, then, thst he won over his English-spesking parishioners,
promptly snd completely,

But he did not overlook other ethnlc groups in the parish, Lach yesr,
during lent, he had a priest who spoke Polish and Itelisn, come to minister
to people who epoke these lenguages, He tried to find priests who would come
and minister to those who were of Ukrainisn descent, He endeavored to be
fair to his French~spesking parishioners, There were cccasional sermons in
French, He orgsnirzed the "Dames de Ste, Anne", & society for women of French
extraction, During lent, every Wednesday evening was reserved for devotions
in French. In 1928, & parallel Freneh course was inesugursted in St, Hafy's

School to eneble children of French ancestry to acquire en edequste formation

intheir motheretongue, But this was not enough for the confirmed zeslots of
the "French Cause", So, Father Lebonté did not always have the whole hesrted
cb-operation of a portion of the Frenche(ensadien populeticn, He was consider
ed by the more ardent advocstes of the "French Cause" as one who belied his
French neme, or as one who had crossed over to the opposition,
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When Father Lebonte left Fort Frances on April 20, 1934, his departure
was sincerely regretted by Englishespeaking parishioners. Bub for some
French=Csnadians, his trensfer was looked upon with feelings of complacent
relief, The language question in Fort Frances was, by no means, a dead issue,

It was on April 21, 1934, that Father Edward Paguette O.M.I, began his
pestorste. The new assistant was Father Elie Savoie O.M.I, who hed errived
on April 19th, to replace Father L. Geuthler, 0.M,I, Father Savoie who,
previously, had been in Fort Frances from 1929 to 1931, left in May 1936,

His successor, Father Jean Baptiste Beaupre OuM,I,, was here from May 1936,
until September 1942. In 1941, an sdditional curate, Fsther Denys Audette
0.M.I, came, end also looked after the missions of which, the most important
was Atikoksn., When Father Maurice Belanger 0,M.I, took charge of all the
posts attached to Fort Frances, (August 1942), Father Audetite became & full-
time sssistant, In 1941, a retired priest, Father Hector Brassard O.M,I.

vas here for a few months., He had been the missionary at Fort Frances in
1903 and on two occasions was the principal of the Indian Schocl, He died

at St. Boniface on February 15, 1942. In the autumn of 1942, another elderly
priest, Father Eugene Baillargeon O,M,I.,, arrived to serve as the chaplain
of laVerendrye Hospital, thus enasbling the pastor and his assistant to devote
more time to other tasks in the parish.

Shortly after Fsther Paguette's arrival, on dune 12, 13, 14, 1934,
Archbishop Emile Yelle came for the pastorsl visitstion. He had become
Coadjutor Archbishop of St, Boniface in 1933 because of Archbishop Belivesu's
protracted illness, On the occasion of his first vislt to Fort Frances,
Archbishop Yelle met with the church and school trustees to discuss the
school situstion. When he mentioned the possibility of using the school
suditorium as a temporary provisional church, the mejority of those present
did not favor the proposal, The alternative was to repair the church so
that it could serve for another decade or so, It wes then decided thst the
parish should pay & stipulated fee to the School Board everytime the
auditorium was used for church activities, Finally, the Archbishop authorized
the parish to lend money to the School Bosrd at ressonsble rates of interest,

As @ result of these deliberations, the Sepsrate School Board borrowed
the sum of $2,500,00 st 3% interest, The church roof was reshingled,
new steps were built st the front entrance, two coats of paint were

given to the church exterior end the interior was redecorated, In
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early Jenuary 1935, Itelien perishioners densted & new sanctusry lamp,
On June 24th of the same year, & stztue of St, John Baplist, pstron saint
of Frenech=Canadians, was blessed, It was on June 29th, 1935, that the
second of the Jalbert boys, Julian, was ordained to the priesthood.

) A local counell (No, 2766) of the Knights of Columbus wes orgenized
dgigsggi Frenk hs Hart as the first Grand-Knight, 4 new f{loor had been
laid in the rectory kitchen in 1935 and the second storey of the rectory
wes renoveated and wall-papered during the swmmer of 1936, later, ¢n
September 10th, Archbishop Telle came for the pastorsl visitation, As

the Separate School was still in strsightened circumstances, the Archbishop
permitted further loans to the Sohocl Board, It was his opinion thet

only after the Separéte School Board paid back the borrowed money, would

& new chureh be built in Fort Frances,

In 1937 & new carpet was laild in the church sanctusry. On Msy lith
of thet year, Mrs, Amenda Jalbert, a prominent member of the parish,
departed this life, Her three sons, Father Leon Jalbert 0.M,I,, Father
| Julisn Jdalbert Q.M,I, and Brother Marcel Jalbert OelieIs officiated et their
mother?¥s funeral, Many priests and a large congregetion turned out to pay
their last respects to this devoted pioneer of the parish, Brother Marecel
dalbert wes ordained a priest the following summer on June l12th, 1938.

A new staztue of the patroness of the psrish, - Our lsdy of
Perpetusl Help, = was blessed on July 2, 1939, Of interest to the pupils
of the first Separate School (1905-1912) is the following item, This
school, which hed 4l1sc served as the first convent, was moved to the west
end of the town -~ MeIrvine - as it was then celled, A second storey wes
added to the building which is now located at 1335 Emo Road,

Early in September 1939, Germeny inveded Poland and shortly after,
Cangda wag involved in another World War, At this very time, Archbishop
Yells made his third visit to Fort Frances, Once more, he called a joint
meeting of the church and school trustees, The Beparate School was still
in dire streits even after the parish had advanced over $10,000,00 to

the Sepsrate School Board, The Archbishop authorized s further losn of
$3,000,00 st 3% interest. Then the question of selling the school
auditorjium was broached, The proceeds from the sale would hsve been
suffielent toc repay the entire amount owed to the parish, But the school
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and church trustees turned down the proposition, (In 1940, the
auditorium wes rented to the Cansdien Covernment and until the end of
1954 was used 88 an armoury and s gerage for heavy srmy equipment,)
Before leaving, Archbishop Yelle appointed Fsther Paquette, Desn of
district #10 ef the St, Boniface Archdiccese, This deanery extended
from thééanitoba-{‘mtaria boundery to the eastern limits of the dioceae
and included in its sres the psrishes of Rainy River, Pinewood, Fort
Frances as well as seversl missions of which Atikoksn wes the largest in

size,

How it is time to spesk of a project which Father Paguette
hac been mulling sisice his arrival in Fort Frances. This undertaking
had already caused considerable concern to his predecessors in 189
and 1905, Father Paquetie thought that the time hzd come to provice
the community with a large and up-to-date hospital, In 1940 there were
in Fort Frances two privete hospitals belonging to Doctors JuE. O'lonnell
and D,C. McKenzis respeotively. These hospitels wers guite smsll, some-
what rudimentery and quite incommensurste with the needs of the locslity.

Fether Pequette invited the Gray Nuns, (Sisters of Charity)
to come to Fort Frances and build & fully modern hoepital, The Sisters
hesitated, feeling that they could not do this singlehanded,  After much
discussing snd soliciting, Father Paquette was able to aasure the Sisters
thst an Unterio Government grant of $10,000,00 would be avilsble, thst
the Town of Fort Frances would give land free of charge, end thet electricsl
services would be supplied gratis, The devoted pastor furthermore
promised thet he would do hls best to srouse public interest in thie
worthy cause.

Trusting that they would receive the whole-hesrted co-operation
of the entire commnity, the Gray Nune accepted the chsllenge and, on
September 23, 1940, work started, The cost of the edifiot was estimsted
at $135,000,00, most of which would be shouldered by the Gray Nums, On
June Sth, 1941, the hospital was opeéned and provided 50 beds for the

gick of the commurity.  On thet dsy Archbishop Yelle blesved the mew
hospital which was fittingly nemed "LsVerendrye Hospital,

Another of Father Psquette's pet projects was the founding of
the little psrish st Crozier, B8y 1940 a fair number of Catholic families
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had settled in this neighborhood and Father Paquette celebrated Mass
occaslonally in farmhouses or in the neighboring schoolhouse, He decided
to provide this little commnity with a suitable place of worship, There
w28, at Big Fork an unused church which had been built by » small group of
Irish settlers towards the beginning of the present century. When the
older settlers died off and their descendants moved elsewhere , the ehurch
was-abandoned. Father Paquette had this church moved on February 24, 1941,
~to Crozier where it served as s perish chureh for some eleven years, In
Cctober 1952 this chapel was sold for one dollsr to the Ukrainian Catholics
of Fort Frances, who had it moved to its present site on Victoria Avenue,

An event which caused Father Paquette seme disappointment wes the
discontinuance of Grades IX and X in St, Mary's Sehool, It wes in 1934 thet
Grade IX had been added to the claeses already teught in the Separste School,
The following year, or, in 1936 at lstest, Grade X was introduced. It was
hoped thst heneeforth Catholic high sc¢hool pupils would have the benefit of a
geod religious formation during these oritieal years of their life, 'But
many eireumstances, beyond the coﬁtrol of Catholic rate~payers, militated
against the success of this idea,

It was difficult to find quslified teachers and to pay them salaries
that prevailed in the Public High School System. The cost of setting up
and equipping & Physies and Chemistry lsboratory was prohlbitive, and there
was no provision in the Separste School for Mechanical Training and Home
Economics, Arrangements to have St, Mary's High School pupils go to the
Public High School for these courses proved unsatisfactory, The Separate School
pupils in grades IX and X did not have fscilities for ethletics and social
activities avsilable ai the Public High School, As there were but 30 pupils
in all, the grades had to be combined in one classroom and this was a definite
drawback, It was with keen regret that these grades had to be ahandoned in
1941, . _

In August 1941, illiness forced Father Paguette to lesve Lemporarily,
for Rochester, Minn,, where he had to undergo surgery. After a long con-
valescshce, he was able to resume his duties in January 1942, The pestoral.

%isitatiun‘tbnk‘pizéé‘éﬁ‘ﬂﬁf‘Bl, 1942, This time it wes Archbishop George
Cabana, who came for the first time to Fort Frances, He had succeeded
Archbishop Yelle in 1941, when the latter resigned due to 111 health,
Arehbishop Cabsna stressed the necessity of Catholic Action in the parish,
Be wanted a grester participation of the lajty in church asctivities, 8o
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Catholic Action groupe were orgenized and encouraged not only to lead a
more intense 1ife as Cstholics, but also to be &postles among their fellow-
men,

~ One of the lsst of Father Paquette's undertakings was to improve
the appearsnce of the churech. Instead of painting the exterior, he had the
church covered with ‘insul-brick' siding so that it would mestch with the
red brick on the rectory. Then, in dugust 1943 , he received word of his
transfer to Ste. Rose du lac, Manitoba., Father Paquette left Fort Frances at
the end of August 1943 end his departure brought to an end an efficient and
devoted pastorate, ‘

Father Paquette, a thorough French-Canadian, left an idprint of his
own on the parish, Born and educated in the province of Quebec, hls memtality
was definitely French-Canadien., Right from the beginning of his administrstion,
he made his French-Csnsdisn parishioners understand that he expected them to
realize the necessity and the advantage of spegking their mother<tongue., He
sncouraged French=Canadian pavents to speak in French to their children at home ,
He insisted thst FrencheCanadisn children follow the bilingual ccurse at school,
In all this he was spproved and encouraged by Archbishops Yelle and Cabana,
The apostles of the "French Cause" were elated.

But Father Paquette made his compatriots understsnd thet, even though
& staunch French~Canedian, he wee slsc a Catholic priest who was in duty bound
to minigter to the needs of sll his perishioners, no mstter what their racial
extraction might be, He hoped that there would be encugh faith énd religioﬁs
epirit in Fort Frances to consider things from a supernatursl point of view,

It did not take long for English-speaking Catholics to realize thet
the pendulum had swung the other way. After having been accustomed to flawless
knglish for six yesrs » there was quite s let~down, even though Father Paquetteds
knglish was sdequete. So s 8t timss theirs wss not exactly an enthusisstic cow
operation, - it resembled more a resigned tolerastion. It was now their turn |
to put up with circumstences and weit for a chenge, The language problem wes
Btill there, but, fortunately, the acrimony wes gone, When children of the
various ethnic groups (including the descendants of those who but 8 short

genera%ierragfrwereﬁairlb—gg@rhaads) began to intermesrry, the language issue
faded awey intc insignificance., A gradual tendency toward s better under-
standing became more and more evident,

Father Alfred Beaudin, C,M, I., & nephew of Fort Frances' first pastor,
cane on September 24, 1943. He wss instslled as parish priest on September 26,
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by Father Adelsrd Couture who had been celegsted for this function by
Archbishop Cabana, On his arrival, Father Beaudin found three priests in
residence. They were: Father E, Baillqrgeon, Ohaplain of the Hospital,
Father D, Audette, assistant and Father M, Balanger misaionary. These
Priests, with the exception of Father Esillargeon who left on September
28, 1944, worked under Pather Beaudin throughout his sh§rt incumbency.

One of Father Beaudin's first tasks was to aasist at the funeral
of one of the parish's prominent members, Mr, Octave Jalbert died on
Uctober 18, 1943 snd was buried on October 21, Mr, Jalhert-s“three sons
Father leon, Father Julian and Father Marcel officisted at their father's

funersl, &= they had previcusly ‘done for their mother, S

During the menth of Merch 1944, a liturgical altar was set-up
according to the epecificstions of Arehbishop Cabana, The Sisters of the
Missions under the able direction of Mother Thérese made the drepes and other
trimmings, The altar was ready for Palm Sunday when a large crucifix and a new
metal tabernacle were instelled,

May 7, 1945, which marked the end of World War II in Europe, was &
happy day in Fort Frences, On that day whistles blew, bells‘rang and many
came to church to offer prayers of thenksgiving. On June 6, Archbishop Cabana
was in Fort Frances for the pastoral visitstion, The school situstion was
discussed once more with the parish and school trustees, The Archbishop
allowed the parish to lend the Separate School Board $400,00 per month until
further notice. In June 1945 the 8t, Mary's Parish (Fort Frances) COredit
Union Limited was organized. On August 14, the war in Japan was over, Soon,
those who were in the armed services began returning home and there were
meny happy family reunions, But some of the mon did not come back,

On September 30, 1945 Father Besudin announced his trensfer to Duluth
énd bade farewell to his parishioners, who had learned to esteen this
gentle and kind-heerted priest. Born in Massachusettis and orphaned while
quite young, he was brought to Rst Portage (Kenors) in 1889, at the age of
7 years, by his uncls, Father J,B, Baudin. Having finished grade school
in Ret Portage, he was sent to Ottaws University where he acquired grest
proficiency both in English snd in French, After ordination, he spent geveral

years in Duluth Minn,, and became famildisr with American ways of doing things
and with the American mentality, But this did not prevent his pariehioners
from taking well to Father Beaudin, Children, especially loved this idnd
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snd gentle priest. He left on October 5th, 1945 and was genuinely missed
by all,

Father Besudin's successor was another Americen by Pirth but Censdian
by natubalizat.ion, Father George C. éalamon C.M.I, was born in Pennsylvanis,
not far from Fittsburg snd ceme to Western Canade when he wes twelve years
of age. e was of Slovsk ancestry but spoke English and French fluently.
Besides his mother~tongue (5lovek) he had & working knowledge of Polish,
Czech and Croatian, Psrishioners of Blavic extraction were delighted to heve
& priest with whom they could converse in their own langusge.

Father $alsmon arrived on VUctober 4th,1945 and was officially installed
on Uctober 7th, by the Dean, The Very Reverend Fsther Armsnd Horesu,
Fsther 5alamon inherited from his predecessor & staff consisting of Father
Denys Audette, assistant and Maurice Béianger » missionary, It was during
Fsther Selamon's administretion thet Ukrainisn priests ceme more and more
frequently to minister to their fellow-countrymen, Father éa]amn offered
them gracious hospitality which was readily eccepted and grestly appreciated,

It wae Father Salsmon's lot to attend to the materisl needs of the
parish bulldings, without, of course » neglecting his epiritual duties, The
gradual deterioration of the old chureh and rectory required continuel
repairs, The elements ceused additional damage, On June 2k, 1946 8
minlsture tornado struck Fort Frances. Many trees were blown down s two
little turrets on the church belfry were torn off snd one of the church
windows waes blown-in, The neighboring hospital lawn was littered with
the debris of the river-shore bosthouses, Had the wind carried these
Just a little further, serious dsmege would have resulted to the rectory
and the church,

So repairs had to be mede, The church and the rectory were rewired
to conform with modern electricsl requirements, The rectory ldtchen and
the housekeeper's quarters were completely remodeigd, The Ladies of the .
Alter Sooiety provided the kitchen with e new electric stove, new kitchen
cabinets, a set of kitchen chairs, dishes end linens, The dilapidsted
kitchen porch was torn down and replaced by a combined closed—-in porch and

stcragﬁ-rdomﬂmmﬂing stable-chicken coop which had been eonverted
into a makeshift garsge was demclished. But the lumber and even the ngils
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were carefully ealveged owing to & shortege of building meterisls st the time,

A neat little gerage wes built just east of the rectory. Through the generosity
of Tom Mathieu &1l the nstural birch flooring laid on the second storey of

the rectory end most of the new lumber used in these various projects, was
donated by the J,A, Mathisu Company.

Another of Father galamon‘a preoccupstions waes the sequ:isition
of additional burial space for Catholics in Fort Frences. In 1932 the psrish
had purchased a lot just east of the cemetery, but most of this was & deep
ravine and would have required filling-in, During the winter 1946-47, the
Town of Fort Frances made an open sewer through this lot and ruined it for
cemetery purposes., The perish cemotery committee, consisting of Hr. Harry
Bruce, Mr, A, Bernsrdi and Father galamon » met with the Town Council to protest
the action of the engineering department, The perish was not consulted, not even
notified of what had taken plsce,

After offering apologies, the Town was ready to pay the purohase
price of the lot ($130,00) end the smount paid in taxes ($111.96), The
total, $241,96 was to be deducted from the cost price of $520,00 for 2.6
scres in the new cemetery, But. before these transactions were completed, the
Town of Fort Frances msde & new offer, Considering the fact that the new
cemetery was bought by sll the texpsyers, smong whom were meny Catholies, it
was deemed unfsir to mske Cstholics pay once more for a cemstery of their own,
So the Town agreed to pay the parish one dollsr for Lot 1, Plen S,M, 115,
and iIn turn would sell to the perish 2.6 scres in the new mmter& for one
dollar, Needless to say, this latter offer wes promptly accepted by the
perish, This happy outcome was due to the devoted efforts of Mr, A. Laforest,
who pléaded owr cause with the Town Council, The parish owes Mr; laforest
& debt of gratitude ®r having helped it to provide space for ebout 3,000
greves 8t so reasonsble g price. This new cemetery was later called "Holy
Cross Cemetery",

7 Outside of this nothing extraordinary transpired during Fether
Salsmon's incumbeney. On August 30, 1946, Father Henry Gonneville, an
elderly priest cMhalpwutwith%workﬂnﬂwiﬁvBﬁWlm—

asthmstic condition obliged him to spend most of his time in hospitel. Cn
L4
Lecember 17, 1946, Pather Salamon celebrated the silver jubilee of his
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ordinstion, . On this occasion he received many tokens of eppreciation,

On March 12, 1947, Mr, James Psul, a resl pioneer, bresthed his
last. Although mot ® Catholic, he encouraged his wife end deughter (Mrs,
Rits Cousinesu) in their church activities. He becsme & Cetholic on
November 19, 1946 end was buried with the full rites of the Cetholic Church
on March 15, 1947,

8ister Issbelle R,N,D.M, celebrated her silver jubllee of
religious profession on June 30, 1947, later, that ssme yesr, on September 2nc
the perish was saddened by the death of Sister Emmanuel R.N.D.M. She was
the first sister to die in Fort Frances snd the first eister buried in
the pzrish cemetery., Death struck again on December 18th when two
prominent parishicners, Mr, Frsnk Hart and Mr, Ben Tighe, were smitten
suddenly.

On May 30, 31, 1948 Archbishop Cabana oame for the pastoral
visitation. Vhen he saw the large number of children to be confirmed he
wondered whether it was not time to divide the parish and erect & new
church in the western portion of the town., He thought that there was too
much work in the parish for two priests and steted that the appointment of
a full-time hospitsl chaplsin was in order.

Toward's the end of Fether 3alamon's pastorste, Father Maurice
Bélangsr begen making plans to establish permsnent residence at Atikoksn,
The iron mine was opening up and the populstion incressed rapidly. True
enough, Atikoken became & parish in the fall of 1948 end Father Bélanger wae
its first reslident parish priest,

Fether k. Ballesty O,¥,I,, & native of Irelsnd wes appointed
assletent and ceme to Fort Frances on September 2, 1948, Seven deys later,
Father Salamon received notice that he was transferred to Internstional
Falls, BSo, on Sunday September 12th, he took leave of his parishionere and
left for his new post on September 16, 1948,

The new pastor, Father Denys Audette, who had been the assistant
for over seven years, was officially instslled on September 12th, 1948 by

the Very Reverend Dean, Father A, Moresu, He was fully conversant with
conditions in Fort Frances and well prepsred to assume the responsibilities
of a parish priest, The following priests collaborated with Father Audette
during his pastorate, FPFather Henry Gonneville O,M.I. was listed as an
assistant but s serious indisposition prevented him from taking part in
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\ parish activities, He died in laVerendrye Hospitsl on April 5th, 1952,
Father E, Ballesty C,M,I, was assistant from September 2, 1948 to November 9,
1949, Father Hervd’Deliale was here from September 28th to November 13th,
1951, Psther lomer Laplante 0,M,I, served on two occasions: September 13,
1949 to August 18, 1950 snd from August 25, 1953 to September 5th, 1955,
Father Leonard Charron was assistant for six and a half years (July 6, 1950
to Januery 2, 1957). Father bdward Meurice {November 14, 1951 to August 17,
1953) rounded out the list of Fether Audette’s assistents,

Shortly sfter sssuming cherge of the parish, Fsther hudetie begen
taking & census of 8ll his parishioners, Then he endeavored to improve the
position of St. Mery's Perish Credit Union snd to incresse its beneficial
influence, Additional impetus was given to Catholic Action activitles, But
the moet important problem tackled by Fether Audette at the outset of his
adninistration, was that of providing the psrish with a new church,

This matter had already been discussed while Father Selamon was
the pastor. A building fund had been sterted since January 1947, with
Ralny lake Hotel, through Carl Gray, contributing $20,00 per month for this purs
pose, The church trustees suggested that the contents of the red portion
of church envelopes be applied to the Church Building Fund rather than be
handed over to the Separste School Bosrd, By thie time the finsncial situet-
ion of the Seperate School hsed improved considerably, When, et long last, the
Separate School Board begsn to pay off its indebtedness to the parish, the
chureh trustees requested that all meoneys thus received be put in the Churqh
Builaing Fund,

Fether Audette made sure thst 2ll the psrishioners realized the
need for a new church., He likewise reminded them that it would be necessary
to contribute genereusly so that this project might be carried out without
delay. On Father Audette's invitation Archbishop Csbznes came on December 12,
1948 to discuss the matter with the church trustees, '

The Archbishop thought of founding a new parish in the western
portion of the town. He suggested thst the old church be transported there

and that in the meanwhile the school suditorium could be used as a church,

. Buts
: Agmﬁgthnughtgthatgitgwasgmoregurgen%AtOAhavega‘church‘rcf‘ﬁkfﬁiﬁian

Catholics. Hence they recommended the sale of the old church and rectory

to the Ukreinisns, The Ukrainisn Cetholiecs would have accepted the old church

85 an outright gift and the rectory too, but they did not heve the neceasary
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funds to purchese the church or the rectory, Later on the Archbishop
suggested that the ¢ld church be sold to the Ukrainiamns and that a new

church be built just south of the rectory. This'proposition was not sccepted,
The neit proposition wes this: Let the Ukrainisns move the church away

and pay for it later, but build the new ehurch on the site of the old one.
The Ukrainians were not ready to move the old church and as discussions

with them begen to lag, the idea was abandoned, Eventually, the pesrish
purchesed two lots from the 3isters of the Missions, and thefe, Just across
the street from the old‘éhurch, the new one was built,

On January 9th, 1949 a general meeting of parishioners wes con~
woked to organize & specisl Church Building Committes, Shortly after en
intense door to door canvassing campalgn begsﬁ. The Arehbishop had
stipulated that bhefore construction could commeﬁce, it would be necessary
to have on hand some $40,000,00 to $45,000,00, This amount was not
collected on the first attempt, but later on, additional pledges brought
the fund sbove the prescribed minimum, '

Things progressed rapidly from there on, The plans for the new
church were approved on June 5, 1950 and four deys later, permission was
granted to build & $70,000,00 church, This church was to be & brick building
of modern design with a seating capacity of 450 with additional space in
the transepts and choir-loft. Work on the new church started on June 16,
1950 and on Yctober 22, 1950, the cornerstone was blessed by the pastor,
Although not finished, the church was unsed for Midnight Mass on December 25th
1950, In March 1951, pews, vestments ancd other church equiﬁment were moved
from the old into the new shurch, On Msrch 11lth 1951, the church was
opened for general use, On May 26th the Church was blessed by Archbishop
Csbana and on the following dsy it was officially dedicated to the worship
of God, As the church basement wss not yet ready for use, the old church
_served as the parish hall, 8ubsequently it was rented by the Knighte of
Columbus, who used it for their counceil meetings and soecisl activities,

Another bullding project started on April 22, 1951, The Gray
Nuns decided to add & new wing to LaVerendrye Hospital, The addition,
larger than the originsl building,would raise the ecapacity of the hospital

to 100 beds &nd provide space for other nesded services. The cost of this
edifice was estimated at $700,000,00, exclusive of the $80,000,00 required
to equlp the hospital, The cornerstone of the new wing was blessed by
Archbishop Csbane on December 2nd, 1951, Uwing to inclement westher and
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delays in obtaining building materiale, it was not until December 18,
1952 that the new wing wes opened. On that same day, His Lxcellency
Edward Jennings,Bishop of the recently erected diccese of Fort William
blessed the magnificient edifice,

A buillding of much smaller proportions, the new convent chepel
was blessed on November 15th, 1953 by Father Audette,

Here, now, is & running account of some of the other events which
tock place during Father Audette®s pastorate. Bishép Isidore Borecky
of the Ukrainian diocese of Toronto came to visit his Ukreinian Catholice
of Fort Frances on November 14, 1948, It was the first time thet they had
the privilege of having a bishop of their own rite among them. On that
occasion, Bishop Borecky thanked Fathers Audette snd Salamon for their
interest in the spiritusl welfare of Ukrainian Catholics anc for the
hospitelity shown the Ukrainisn priests,

Father Stephen Hyrchenuk 5.J, wes ordsined on June 27th s 1949 end
came to celebrste his first sclemn Mass in his home church on July 3,
1949, During September and Uctober 1949 there wes & very successful
Rosary Crusade with 1270 persons signing the FPamily Rosary Pledge, Two
Oblate Seminarisns srrived in July 1950 to help conduct summer camps
for the children of the parish, These camps were held for another ten years
or more, Mr, Maurice A, Malone died on April 24, 1950. Although & resident
of Internationanl Falls at that time, he had been, for many years, a
prominent citizen, a well-known businessmsn snd a devoted school and church
trustee in Fort Frances,

Another outstarding event took place in the spring of 1952, On
April 29th, the new diocese of Fort Willlem was erected. JIncorporated into
the area of this diocese, was the entire Untario portion of the St,Bonifsce
Archdiocese, So Fort Frances and the surrcunding districts seversd their
ties with the Archdiccese of St, Bonifsce, On Hay 14, 1952, His Excellency,
Adwerd G. Jennings D,D,, Bishop of Kemloops B,C., was named the first bishop
of Fort William, He wes officially instaslled on August 26th, 1952, by
His Iixcellency, Ildebrando Antoniutti, the Apostolic Delegate,

It wes the summer of 1952, that the parallel French course was
abandoned in St, Mary's School. This course had been introduced in 1928
~ for the benefit of those children who were of French extraction, By the
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year 1948 the French class hed dwindled to ite low ebb of only 16 pupils

in grades I to VI inclusively. This class was th¢ source of much in- |
convenience to both the teacher and the pupils. It was well nigh impossible
for one teacher to teach puplls of six grades in the one classroom, And

the pupils did not receive the instructions they needed. Often when being
integrated into the regulsr course in (rade VII they lost one year, because
they had not covered all the subjects required, There was some dissstlsfact-
jon when the Separate Sehool Board decided to cencel this French Course, but
it was & case of sad nscessity, ' '

Mr, Alphonse laforest, e distinguished member of the parish was
celled to his rewsrd on Janusry 23, 1953. He had been closely assoclated
with eivic, school and church activities, for msny yesrs, Un April 19,
1953, & locel court of the Catholic Women's league was orgsnized with Father
Leonsrd Charron U.M,I. as its Pirst spiritusl director. Another prominent
parishioner, Doctor John E. O'Donnell died on Auguet 17, 1953. On the day
of his funeral, the church was filled to cspacity. Never in the history of
the parish had so large a congregation assembled for s funeral, This was a
splendid tribute for & men who had devoted himself to his church, his
cormunity and his patients with an usefulness that was a complete dedication.
A final event for 1953, was the consecration of @ newly erected marble
eltar in the church, Bishop Jennings offlcisted st thie solemn «eeremony on
December 21, 1953, )

On June 27th, 1954, Father Hugh 0'Connell, son of the well-known
and universslly respected, Doctor O'Donnell, celebrated his first solemn
Moee in his home parish, one week sfter his ordinstion by Cardinsl Jemes
MoGuigan., Mrs., louis (kllen) Christie, & devoted parishioner and & genuine
pioneer of the community, departed this 1ife on Uctober 28 s 1954,

On November 7th, 1954, Father Audette announced his transfer to
Kenora and said good-bye to his flock. He left for his new post taking with
him the love and esteem of each snd every parishioner and the respect and '
eonfidence of all citizens of Fort Freances, Pending the appointment of a
new parish priest, (November 11, 195 - Msrch 13, 1955) Father Lomer Laplante

0.1, T, and later (November 16, 1954 = Merch 13, 1955) Father Noel lazure —
U.M.I. assisted Father leonard Charron O.M,I. who was the ecting pastor.
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\ Father J,M. Louis Aubin, 0.M,I, essumed the duties of parish
' priest on Merch 13, 1955, Fsthers L, Cherron snd L. leplante remesined as

his asgistants. The following priests served as sssistants during Fsther
Aubin's term of office: Fether Leonard Charron, 0.,M.I, (July 6, 1950 -
Janusry 2, 1957); lomer lsplante O,M.I, (August 25, 1953 - September 5,1955);
Alfred Besudin O.M.1, (September 9, 1955 - Jenuary 17, 1958); Paul Aubin
Ouil,I., brother of the pastor, (November 24, 1956 - September &, 1963);
Marcel Rio, U.M.I. (January 17, 1958 - August 5, 1958 amd agsin November 28,
1962 - September 19, 1966); Fldele Besulieu, 0.M,I, (March 3, 1958 - April 5,
1962); Emilien Dorge O.M.I. (August 2, 1958 - April 20, 1959); Father Antonio
Kerdack  (April 21, 1959 - July 7, 1964); Henry Desroﬁjxera, G.M. X, (Sept, 9,
1963 - June 29, 1965), and Marc Monforton G.M,I, (July 27, 1964 - Aug. 1,
1969), Other priests came for shorter periods to replace priests on
prolonged leaver of gbsence due to illness or post-graduste courses,

Cne of Fether Aubin's first tasks wes to be host pastor to the
diocessn meeting of the Cstholic Women's league, on May 11, 1955, Cver
A0 delegates and several priests were present. Hie Excellency, Biaho'pA
Jennings presided st all the sesaions. On the following day, Bishop
Jennings assisted at the official opening of the leVerendrye Hospital Nurses
Home , :

A new Hammond orgen was installed in the church just on time for
Christmss 1955. On Herch 23, 195¢, a telephone message from St. Boniface
armounced the death of Father kdward Pequette G,M,I., who had been pastor .
from 1934 to 1943. The Catholic Parent-Tescher's Association was estsblished
on April 9, 1956, The mpesker on that occasion was Father Arthur lacerte,
Rector of Gravelbourg College. With 135 parents present the C,P.T,A. had
en auspicious lsunching, Fathers Leon, Julien and Marcel Jelbert O.M,T,
came on April 27, 1956 to officiate at the funersl of their brother-in-law,
louls Poirier whose desth ocourred on April 22nd,

There was & genersl meeting of pariéhioners on January 23rd, 1957,
to discuss the metter of building e new rectory., The bishop refused to permi
any more patch-work on the old one. He wanted a new building large enough
e %o house the sgtaff of priests in comfort end in harmony with modern stendards
L On Hay 25, 1957, for the first time in the history of the parish, a priest,
Father Alfred Besudin, O,M,I,, celebrated the golden jubilee of his ordinatio
During the summer of 1957, en edditional Separate School wes built in the
western part of the town. The solemn blessing of the new Saint Francis
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Separate School took plsce on Uctober 27th,with Bishop Edwerd Jennings
officiating. 4 new wing including en suditorium was sdded to St. Frencis
School in 1960, but was insugureted only in Jsnuary 1961.

Solemn ceremonies were held on May 3rd, 1959, to celebrate the
beetification of Marguerite 0*Youville, foundress of the Gray Nuns, Pioneer
parishioners recelled that she had been chosen pstroness of the parish in
1893 by Archbishop langevin U.d.I, The present pstronsl fesst of Uur lady
of Perpetual Help was substitubted for'the former one in 1895, when the church
built in 1895 was blessed on the fesst of Uur lady of Perpetusl Help (Jhly
28 - 1895), On November 18, 1959, the parishioners heerd of the death of a
former pastor, Father Arthur J, Lsbonte Q,M,I, (1928-1934). '

A big drive to amsss funds for a new rectory took place during the
autumn months of 1959, The campaign was successful end the desired objective
waes reached, The yesr 1960 found Fsther Aubin and his sssistents studying
plans for & new manse, Father Aubin had visited several modern rectories in
Csnads end in the United States, and came back with meny excellent 1deas,
After further consultation with the Bishop and architects, a dec131on was
finally reached in Msrch, 1960, The new rectory'and parish center would be
a "L" shaped, two storey, split level brick building, 74 feet by 78 fest,

It wes to be fire proof throughout, housing the rectory on the south sige,
while the north wing was to serve as office, reception end committee rooms,
The estimsted cost was $111,856,70. .

On March 26, 1960 carpenters started making partitions in Columbus
Hall (former church) to provide temporary living quarters for the priests,
later the old rectory was torn down and the lot was levelled-off, Work on
the building started on August 12th, 1960 end on September 29th; the eorner-
stone was blessed, It took all winter and spring to finish the rectory,
June 7, 1961, was moving day for the priests, who, with the help of some
willing parishioners, transported their belongings, furniture and sundry
equipment to their new home., Ultrs modern in every respect, it was the first
rectory and parish center of ite kind in the diocese, On June 18th, 1961,
Bishop Jennings blessed the new edifice and congratulated both pastor and

parishioners on their latest asccomplishment.,

Work on & new vestibule at the entrance of the church stsrted on
September 13, 1961 end by the end of November it wes completed. While this
work was going on, the old church was demolished. The razing of the church



- -

in whieh pioneers had worshipped for meny years, was witnessed, by some of
them, with feelings of sadness snd regret. Thus the second of two lend—
marks of olden dsys dissppesred from the scene,

The parish joined with the Sisters on Uctober 22, 1961, to
celebrate the centennisl of the founding of the order of Our Lady of the
Missions, There wss & missionary exposition in connection with this festivel.
Bishop Paul Dumouchel O,M.I, of Ksewstin, who was the guest spesker at the
various activities, spoke of the wonderful work eccomplished by the Sisters
in mission countries end pleaded for more vocations to the priesthood snd
religious life, '

The year 1962 was ushered in on's sad note, Mr, Harry Bruce, a
fine gentleman, s member of the Cemeterj Committee and construction super-
visor of the new rectory died on January 15th, April 5th, 1962 was another
day of mourning in Fort Frences and Kenora, for on thst dsy, Fathers Fidéle
Besulieu, O.M,I, end Elie Sevoie died suddenly, On April 9th, funersl
services were held in Fort Frences for Father Besulieu snd st Kenors for
Father Savoie, On the following day there was & joint funeral st St.Bonifsce
for the two deceased priests, A brighter note was struck when on October 4th,
1962, the parish celebrated Father Peul Aubin's silver Jubilee of priesthood,

As the school populstion kept on incressing, a third Separate
Scheol, St,. Michael's was built, during the sumer of 1963, in the eastern
portion of the Town., The blessing of the school may have been overlooked
for there is no extant record of auéh an event and those who were inter
viewed on the subject, could not vouch that it hed ever taken place,

In 1964, Father Aubin invited his parishioners to help him in the
administration of the parish, This they eould do by attending to the msterial
needs of the perish end by sssuming charge of parochial social activities,
They could likewise perticipste more actively irn the lay apostolate and thereb:
help to foster spiritusl life in the parish., The answer to the pastor's
invitstion was the formation, in Februsry, 1954, of "Saint Mary's Parish
Advisory Bosrd" which comprised twelve members, In September the neme was
changed to "The Board of Directors of St, Maryts Church" end the membership

was increased to fifteen, In Uctober it wes decided to divide the boerd into

four committees, under the direction of a Genersl Committee Chairmen, {(Mr,
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Ernest Charlebois wss the first General Committee Chairmen).

The firet official meeting of this Bosrd of Directors was held
on November 9, 196h._ At this session, a specisl committee was appointed
to draw up a code of bylews for the Board, The chairmen of this committee,
Mr, A,D, Mclennan, submitted these bylaws for consideration at the first two
meetings in 1965, After & few modificstions these bylaws were duly approved,
The Boerd was thersby fully constituted but it was more advisory than
executive in cepacity,

A happy anniversary occurred on July 27, 1964, but its solemn
cormemorstion was postponed to Uctober 11th when the entire commnity
celebrated the'gclden Jubilee of the Sisters' arrivel in Port Frances, Two
of the four sisters who came in 191, were present st the ceremony: Sister
Morie Ste. Reine and Sister Bdans, As s memente of this happy dsy, the
Slsters were presented with a fine £eleviaion set,

March 7th, 1965, wes a memorable day in St. Mary's Church. On
that dey, meny of the prayers st Mass were said in the vernszcular,-English -
in this case, A temporery alter was placed st the entrance of the sanctuary
end priests said Mass fscing the reople. All psrishioners were invited
and taught to take a more active part in church ceremonies, At first, there
was a bit of clumsiness in effecting the adsptation to the new liturgy, But
soon, things went more smoothly and the changes were enthusisstically accepted
by the vast majority of the psrishioners,

Father Alfred Beaudin, who hsd been pastor from 1943 to 1945,
and assistant from 1955 to 1958 was called to his rewsrd on Msy 9th, 1965, .
less than a month later, on June 6th, Father Aubin snnounced that his
pastorate had come to &n end, In a few weeks he was to go on sabbstical
leave to Europe for postgraduste studies, He expected to leave as quickly
#3 possible, but things took an unexpscted turn, o

Father Henry Desrochers 0,M,I,, who hsd been an sssistent in
the purish since September 9th, 1963, was appointed pastor in June, 1965,
He waa well known and loved for his qualities of mind and hesrt and progpects

for a eplendid career seemed bright, But Father Desrochers' health was not
up to par, Yet no one seemed to realize the seriousness of his malady, On
June 28th, he felt indisposed and went to laVerendrye Hospital for treatment,
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On the following dey he had a serious heart seizure which proved to be
fatsl., Two days later, on July 1, 1965, & funeral Mass was celebrated for
Father Desrochers and on the morrow internment took place in 5t bonifsce.

Cireunstances forced Fr. Aubin to delay his departure, but since
81l travelling reservations had already been made, he left Fort Frances on
July 22, 1965 after & fruitful edministretion which had lasted ten yeers.

" Father Jean Claude Philippe arrived on July 25, 1965, and & few
days lster took possession of his charge. He wes the third Frenchman to ..
become pastor in Fort Frances, heving been preceeded by Father Ernest Lestiou
0.M,I. (1905-1908) and Father Francls Costiou U.M,I, (1908-191¢)., Born in
Frence, Father Philippe had spent e part of his boyhood in Vietnam where his
father was an officer in the French Army, On his return to Frence, Father
Philippe completed his military service and scholastic studles, After ordinat-
jon he volunteered for foreign missions and was sent to northern Canaca
to labor among bekimos, After eighteen yesrs in this ministry, he was appoint-
ed chaplain in the Royal Cansdian Airforce where he served for twelve years,

By the time Father Philippe srrived in Fort Frances he wss a muche
travelled men with a vast experience and a first-hand ¥mowledge of conditions in
the countries through which his travels had taken him, Endowed with & Jovisl
disposition and genuine French wit, he soon msde friends, not only among his
parishioners, but alsc in the community at lsrge. Having collsborated with non=
Catholic fellowmchaplains, he acquired a spirit of ecumenism which guickly
manifested itself after his errival in Fort Frances. Being a strong believer
in shering suthority with his assistants and officers of perochial orgenizations
he encouraged personal initistive, stimulated those who were hesitent end
prodded slong the lasggards, His flock has regponded to his competent guidance
end sble leadership. Hence there is 8 healthy spiritusl atmosphere in the
parish, |

. In schieving this result, Father Philippe hed loyal co-operstion from
the following priests who were, or, are his assistants: Father Hervé Deliule
.M, I, (July 15, 1965 to August 30, 1966); Father Marc Monforton Ould, Io (July
27, 1964 to August 1, 1969); Father Mercel Rio O.H T. (November 28, 1962 to

September 19, 1966); Andre Florentin U.M.I. (S“t“ﬁé?‘l5;‘1966‘tﬁ‘ﬂarch‘10;“““*

1967) 3 Father lionel Benoit O,M,I, (Msrch 9, 1967 to the present day) and
Father Julien Morin O,M,I,, since September 3rd, 1969,
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4n outstanding feature of Father Philippe's administration is the re-
organigzation of the Board of Directors, At the request of the pastor the bym
laws of the Board were thoroughly revised, The obJect of the new Board of
Directors was defined as fellows: '
' 1) to direct and manage the financiel affairs of the parish;

2) to promote and encoursge activities within the parish for the
purpose of uniting the members of the parish in & bond of
fellowship for the promotion of religious, intellectusl, socisl,
community and pastriotic interests;

3) to encourage and further the cause of Catholic educetion on all
levels and particularly to encourage and aid in the formation of
&n active lay apostolate,

"It is understood that the Board of Directors shsll have full
responsibility for the financisl and material administration of
. the affairs of the psrish, and that in religious, social or education-
al matters it shall act in an advisory capacity to the pastor or his
assistants or to any properly recognized organization which msy
request it to act in that capacity.™
The bylaws of "The Board of Diréctors of St. Mary's Roman Catholic
Parish" have been officislly approved by His Lxcellency, Bishop Edward
Jennings, It may be of interest to add that these bylaws have served as a

norm for the bylaws of several other parishes in the diocese and elsewhere,

Of concern-to the entire diocese of Fort Willdiam wes & dispatch
on September 25th, 1969, announcing the resignation of His Excellency, Bishop
Edward Q, Jennings, Pending the appointment of his 5uc¢essof, Bishop Jennings
will serve as Administrator of the diocese, 1In conformity with the re-
comnendations of Vatican Couneil IJ, priests, sisters and prominent laymen:
have been invited to express their opinions on the chcice of the future bishop,
It is the first time this has happened and it is & definite sign of the tinmes,

With this item, the story of Our Lady of Perpetual Help (or St,
Maryts) parish is brought up~to-date. -Before closing the narration it would
be proper to pay & tribute to the Sisters of Our Lady of the Missions who
have taught in the schools since 1914 end to the sisters of Charity (Gray Nunst)
who have tended the sick of the commnity since 1941, And it would not be
amiss to speak of the voecations originsting in the parish,

The Sisters of Our Lady of the Miseions since 1914 are:

1. Principals:
Sister M, Ildeberge « 1914 to 1916; Sister M, Thérése 1916 to 1936;
and again 1943 to 1944; Sister M, Séraphie 1936 to Dec, 1938; Sister M. Iouise
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Jan, 1939 = 1940; Sister M, Louis 1940 - 1941; Bister M, St. Constantine

1941 = 19433 Sister M, Incarnation 1944 - 1948; Sister M, Jerome 1948 =
1951 and again 1967 = 1968; Sister M, Catherine 1951 - 1955; Sister M,

. Eusebie 1955 = 1958; Sister M, Kevin 1958 ~ 1960; Sister M, Monics 1960 —
1762 and Sister M, Gerald 1962 - 19647,

- 2, Sisters (listed in the order of their arrival)

M, St. Reine; M, S5t. Marcel; M, St, Edanas; M, St. Isabelle;

' M, St, Emmanuel; M, St, Majells; M, St, Thérese; M, St, Gebriells; M, St,
Margaret Marie; M, St, Cyrils M, St, Roseline; M, St, Zita; M. St, Cecilious;
M, St. Alexandre; M, of the Holy Angels; M, St, Northburgs; M. St. Léandre;
M. Anne de Jesus; M, St, Reginaj M, St, Laure; M. St, Antomine; M,St.
Anatolie s M, St, Pierre; M, St, Albert I‘i’.' St, Aselle; M, Henriette de Jesus;
M, Noélla; M, Reine de Jesus; M, St, Séraphie; M, St, Isabelle; M, St.
Barnabé; M. St, Peter; M, St. Ledwins; M, St. Pharaildej M. St. Lusebie;

‘M, St. Cassius; M. Kevin of Jesus; M, St. Clemence; M, 5t, Alodia; M. St,
‘Hubert; M, Veronica of Jesus; M, St, Louise; M, St. Constantine; N, St.
Wilfrid; M, St. louis; M. Ste Gabriel L; M, St, Lucille; M, 5t, Jerome;

¥, St, Clare; M, St, Joseph; M, Incarnationj M, St. Norbert; M, 8t. Thaddeus:
¥, St, Eunice; Msry Imelda; M, St, Alexius; M, St, Mathilde; M, des Seéraphins
M, Ste Andre; M, St, Allen; M. St. Gersrdus; Mary Marguerite; M, St, Lrmentrude 3
M, St. Cetherine; M, M, Bugene; M, Soline; M, St, Lawrence; M, St., Celine;

M, St, Adele; M, St. Monica; Mary Brigid; Marie Rene; Mary Geraldy Mary
Agnellus; Mary Stephen; M, St, Verds; M, St, Suzamne and Mary Madeleine

To 81l these 8isters and to the many other teachers in the
Separate Schools, the parish owes a debt of gratitude,

The same is true of the Sisters of Cherity (Grey Kuns),

i, Superiors: :
Sr, 8t. Emilienne 1941 to 1946 Sr. Noemi Dicn 1946 to 1949;
Sr. M.A, Poliquin 1949 to 1955; Sr. M,J, Tougas 1955 to 1957;
Br, Delie Clermont 1957 to 1959; Sr. Lucille Gosselin 1959 to 1961;
Sr, Cécile Maurice 1961 to 1963; Sr, Msrguerite Michaud 1963 to

1966 and Sr, Alice Golinas 1966 =
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2) Sisters:

-4, Gauthier; T. Lefebwre; M. St, Plerre; L. Blais; J. Choiselat;
5. Gervais; R, Desilets; Sr. Constance; A.M. lLefébvre; I. Mondor;
A, Boulet; i, Bilodesuy C, Maurice; I. Gillinski; A, Bohemier;
T. Paill€; R, Gettis; C, Sabouring C. Milette; L. Gsboury; J, kandry;
C. levacque; M, Herty; H. Herbecy 4. Hébert; Sr. Ste Irén@; 0. Descelles
5r. Ste Lugénie; C. velietier; U, Perland; F, Roy; K. Hétall;
Ue Vigoureux; M, Youges; I. Bilodeau; G. Moresuy H, lerose; R. Rossler}
J. Drouin; B. Robert; M, Pilon; k, Hamonj k. Bordelesu; R, Bourbonniere;
R. Perrin; V. lanoix; A. Robinet; J. Valois; H. Bellecj A. Harcoux;
%, Msssicotte; L. lanthier; R, Trottier; R. lupas; G. Chamberland;
P, lslonde; A, Gélinaa; h. Gicotte; J, Gegnony G. Dubols; R. Toppings
M. Laforce; A. Goudette; J. Gosseling R. Lagassé; G. Deslarding end
{3 Plourde.

To the Sisters who helped some negligent psrishicners to come bsek
to their religious practices and prepared 6thﬁrs_for‘a happy death, the .
priests of the parish give a hearty "Thank you". To all the Gray Nuﬁs who
provided the municipality with & first class hespitsl and who nursed back
to health msny of its citizens, the entire commmity is incebted. |

The vocations from the parish are the following,

1) Priesthood: (the dete of ordinstion follows the name),

Father leo Bartley U.M.X, (September 2, 1923); Father leon Jelbert O.M,T,
(duly 1, 1928); Fether Julien Jalbert 0.4,I. (June 29, 1935); Father
Marcel Jalbert U.M,I, (June 12, 1938); Father Stephen Hyrchenuk 3.J.
(June 27, 1949) and Father Hugh G'Donnell S,J. {dJune 20, 1954).

2) Religious life:

(s) Brothers: ﬁ{
- Paul Robin $.J, snd Henry Robin S.d.

(b) Sisters:

Louise Jalbert - Sister Octavien‘du Sacre Coeur, Franclascan
Missioneries of Mary.

Adelside Jelbert - Slster Mary louise, Sisters of U,r lady of
‘ the Missions,

Betty Irie Bertush - Sister Mary Adele, Sisters of (ur lady of
the Misaions, '
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Sisters = Cont'c

Marie Bsrtush = Sister Mary louise, Siasters of CGur Lsdy of
the Missions,

Eva Marie Turgeon - Sister Gilbert, Sisters of Loretto
Edith Turgeon, - Sister Blanche, Sisters of lLoretto

Liane Lousineau - Sister Corons, Missionary Sisters of the
Precicus Blood,

Another vocation to the sisterhood was Miss Greta Fahey who taught
school here in 1909-10 and 1910-11, At the end of her second year
Miss Fshey entered the order of the Sisters of loretto, There mey have been
other vocations smong the former parishioners, If so, their names are
not entered in the records of the perish,(see Page 40, 9 lines from bottom.)

With this item, the chronicle of the parish will end, at least,
for the time being, There were, no doubt meny other interesting events
in the history of the perish throughout the many years of its existence,
But those in charge were either too busy or too modest to record their
good deeds, Lven the mesgre relstion contained in these pages required a
vast amount of research, When former pastors kept 2 regulsr chronicle,
it was eaey enough to select items for the present sketch, But, more often
then not, it wes necessary to consult old newspaper clippings , records of
Baptisms, Marrisges end Funerals, minutes of meetings and &ny other evailable
source of information. Personal interviews with aﬁrviving Hold-timers"
yielded many interesting details,

There is no pretense here that the informstion obtained is complete
&nd the detes given absolutely correct. The narrstive does not claim to be
exhsustive and the dates supplied are ss exact as could be ascertsined,
What is offered here is an honest effort to seve the esrly history of the
parish from oblivion. The purpose of this sketch was to link the known
present with the distent, the unknown, the forgotten past, Readers will
find in this esssy,. a substentisl review of the Catholic Church in the
Reiny lake region, from the earliest days to the present time, Any additional
informetion will be gratefully received and dutifully considered in s final

draft of this sketeh, It is the fond hope of the suthor thet this attempt
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at reconstructing the chronicle, will help some future historien to
glve a complete story of Uur lLady of Perpetusl Help (St. Msry's) Parish,

It is now my pleasant duty to thank all those who have helped
with this sketeh, "Gether up the fragments that remsin lest they be
lost" (John VI, 12). "Forsan et Hesec Olim Meminisse Juvabit! (Virgil's
Aeneid), "Perhsps, some day, it will help to have remembered theae
things."

LeLa8y

(ieCa 5alamon, 0.M, 1,

Fort Frsnces, Ontario.
Feast of Qur lady of the Hosary,
October 7, 1969,




